Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often diflicult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parlies, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the plus We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a b<x>k is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means il can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's hooks while helping authors ami publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull text of this book on I lie web 
at |http : //books . qooqle . com/| 



I 




87 



LIFE OF 



JULIUS C^SAR. 



By HJ G^ LIDDELL, 

Author of "A History of Rome t n Etc. 






■ * 



NEW YORK : 
JOHN B. ALDEN, PUBLISHER. 

1887. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

From the Beginning of the Consulship of Pompey 
and Crassus to the Return of Pompey from the 
East.— Ceesar.— Cicero.— Cataline. (69-61 B.C.), 147 



CHAPTER II. 

Pompey's Return. — First Triumvirate. — Caesar's 
Consulship.— Clodius. (62-58 B.C.). - - 168 



CHAPTER III. 

Caesar in Gaul. — Breach Between Pompey and 
Caesar. (58-50 B.C.), - - - - 185 



CHAPTER IV. 
Second Civil War.— Death of Pompey. (50-48 b.c), 206 

CHAPTER V. 
Absolute Rule of Caesar. (48 b. a), - - - 230 






THE LIFE OF JULIUS CjESAR. 



CHAPTER I. 

FROM THE CONSULSHIP OF POMPEY AND CRASSUS 
TO THE RETURN OF POMP5Y FROM THE EAST 
—CAESAR — CICERO— CATILINE. (69-6 1 B.C.) 

C. Julius Caesar was born of an old patri- 
cian family in the year 100 B.C. He was there- 
fore six years younger than Pompey and Cicero. 
His father, C. Caesar, did not live to reach the 
consulship. His uncle Sextus held that high 
dignity in 91 B.C., just before the outbreak of 
the Social War. That L. Caesar who held 
command in the first year of that war (90 b.c), 
and was author of the famous Julian law for 
enfranchising the Allies, was a more distant 
kinsman, who adhered to the aristocratical 
party and fell a victim in the Marian massacre. 
But the connection on which the young patri- 
cian most prided himself was the marriage of 
his aunt Julia with the famous C. Marius ; and 
at the early age of seventeen he declared his 
adhesion to the popular party by espousing 
Cornelia, the daughter of Cinna, who was at 
that time absolute master of Rome.* On the 
return of Sylla, he boldly refused to repudiate 
this wife, and only saved his life by skulking in 
the Apennines. But at length his aristocratic 
friends induced the dictator to pardon him. 

* Yet he had already been married before to Cos- 
sutia, a rich heiress. He divorced her to marry Cor- 
nelia. 
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Sylla gave way against his own judgment, and 
told the nobles to whom he bequeathed author- 
ity to " beware of that dissolute boy."* His 
first military service was performed under the 
praetor L. Minucius Thermus, who was left by 
Sylla to take Mitylene ; and in the seige of 
that place he won a civic crown for saving the 
life of a Roman citizen. On the death of Sylla 
he returned to Rome, and, after the custom of 
ambitious young Romans, though he was but 
in his twenty-third year, he indicted Cn. Dola- 
bella, a partisan of Sylla, for extortion in his 
province of Macedonia. The senatorial jury 
acquitted Dolabella as a matter of course ; but 
the credit gained by the young orator was 
great ; and he went to Rhodes to study rhetoric 
under Molo, in whose school Cicero had lately 
been taking lessons. It was on his way to 
Rhodes that he fell into the hands of Cilician 
pirates. Redeemed by a heavy ransom, he 
collected some ships at Miletus, attacked his 
captors, took the greater part of them prison- 
ers, and crucified them at Pergamus, according 
to a threat which he had often made while he 
had been their prisoner. About the year 74 
b.c. he heard that he had been chosen as one 
of the pontiflces, to succeed his uncle C. Au- 
relius Cotta, and he instantly returned to Rome, 
where he remained for some years, leading 
apparently a life of pleasure, taking little out- 
ward part in politics, but yet, by his winning 
manners and open-handed generosity, laying in 
a large store of popularity. Many writers attrib- 
ute to him a secret agency in most of the events 
of the time. The early attachment which he 
showed to the Marian party, and his bold de- 
fiance of Sylla's orders, prove that he was quite 
willing and able to act against the senatorial 
oligarchy whenever opportunity might offer. 
But we have no positive evidence on the mat- 
ter, further than that it was his uncle- C. Cotta 
who in 75 b.c. proposed to restore to the tri- 

• Dio C. xliii. 43, etc 
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bunes some portion of the dignity they had 
lost by the Syllan legislation, and that it was 
another uncle, L. Cotta, who was author of the 
celebrated law (70 B.C.) for reorganizing the 
juries. 

After his consulship, as we have seen, Pom- 
pey had remained for two years in dignified 
ease at Rome, envied by Crassus, and reposing 
on the popularity he had won. In 67 B.C. he 
left the city to take the command against the 
pirates. In that year Caesar, being now in his 
thirty-third year, was elected quaestor, and sig- 
nalized his year of office by an elaborate pane- 
gyric over the body of his aunt Julia, the widow 
of Marius. His wife Cornelia died in the same 
year, and gave occasion to another funeral 
harangue. In both of these speeches the 
political illusions were evident ; and he ven- 
tured to have the bust of Marius carried in 
procession among his family images for the 
first time since the terrible dictatorship of 
Sylla. In 65 B.C. he was elected curule aedile, 
and increased his popularity by exhibiting three 
hundred and twenty pairs of gladiators, and 
conducting all the games on a scale of unusual 
magnificence. The expense of these exhibi- 
tions was in great measure borne by his col- 
league M. Bibulus, who naively complained 
that Caesar had all the credit of the shows — 
" just as the temple of the Dioscuri, though 
belonging both to Castor and Pollux, bore the 
name of Castor only." But he did not confine 
himself to winning applause by theatrical spec- 
tacles. As curator of the Appian Way he ex- 
pended a large sum from his own resources. 
The Cimbrian trophies of Marius had been 
thrown down by Sylla, and no public remem- 
brance existed of the services rendered to 
Rome by her greatest soldier. The popular 
aedile ordered the images and trophies, with 
suitable inscriptions, to be secretly restored ; 
and in one night he contrived to have them set 
up upon the Capitol, so that at daybreak men 
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were astonished by the unaccustomed sight. 
Old soldiers who had served with Marius shed 
tears. All the party opposed to Sylla and the 
senate took heart at this boldness, and recog- 
nized their chief. So important was the matter 
deemed, that it was brought before the senate, 
and Catulus accused Caesar of openly assault- 
ing the constitution. But nothing was done or 
could be done to check his movements. In all 
things he kept cautiously within the law. 

The year of his aedileship was marked by the 
appearance of a man destined to an infamous 
notoriety — L. Sergius Catilina familiar to all 
under the name of Catiline. 

For some time after the death of Sylla, the 
weariness and desire of repose which always 
follows violent revolutionary movements had 
disposed all ranks of society to acquiesce in 
the senatorial rule established by the dictator. 
But more than one class of men soon found 
themselves ill at ease, and the elements of 
trouble again began to move freely. All the 
families proscribed by Sylla, remembering their 
sometime wealth and consequence, cherished 
the thoughts that by a new revolution they 
might recover what they had lost ; and the en- 
thusiasm displayed when by the happy temerity 
of Caesar the trophies of Marius were restored, 
revealed to the senate both the number and 
the increasing boldness of their political ene- 
mies. But besides these avowed enemies there 
was a vast number of persons, formerly at- 
tached to Sylla, who shared the discontent of 
the Marian party. The dictator paid the ser- 
vices of his instruments, but he left all real 
power in the hands of a few great families. His 
own creatures were allowed to amass money, 
but remained without political power. Pompey 
and Crassus, who rose independently of him, 
and almost in despite of his will, belonged to 
families so distinguished that in any state of 
things they might have reached the consulate. 
But the upstarts who enjoyed a transient great- 
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ness while Sylla was dictator found themselves 
rapidly reduced to obscurity. With the reck- 
lessness of men who had become suddenly 
rich, they had for the most part squandered 
their fortunes. Neither money nor power was 
theirs. These men were for the most part sol- 
diers, and ready for any violence which might 
restore their wealth and their importance. 
They only wanted chiefs. These chiefs they 
found among the spendthrift and profligate 
members of noble families, who like themselves 
had enjoyed the license of the revolutionary 
times now gone by, and like themselves were 
excluded from the councils of the respectable 
though narrow-minded men who composed the 
senate and administered the government. 
These were the young nobles, effeminate and 
debauched, reckless of blood, of whom Cicero 
often speaks with horror. 

Of these adventurers Catiline was by far the 
most remarkable. He belonged to an old pa- 
trician gens, and had distinguished himself 
both by valor and cruelty in the late civil war. 
He is said to have murdered his own brother, 
and to have secured impunity by getting the 
name of his victim placed on the proscribed 
lists. A beautiful and profligate lady, by name 
Aurelia Orestilla, refused his proffered hand 
because he had a grown-up son by a former 
marriage ; and this son speedily ceased to live. 
Notwithstanding these and other crimes, real 
or imputed, the personal qualities of Catiline 
gave him great ascendancy over the people at 
large, and especially over the young nobles, 
who lacked money, and who were jealous of 
the few great families that now, as before the 
times of the Gracchi, had absorbed all polit- 
ical power. His strength and activity were 
such, that, notwithstanding his debaucheries, 
he was superior to the soldiers at their own 
exercises, and could encounter skilled gladia- 
tors with their own weapons. His manners 
were open and genial, and he was never known 



152 THE LIFE OF JULIUS CjESAR. 

to desert friends. By qualities so nearly re* 
sembling virtues, it is not strange that he de- 
ceived many, and obtained mastery over more. 
In 68 B.C. he was elected praetor, and in the 
following year became governor of the province 
of Africa. Here he spent two years in the 
practice of every crime that is imputed to Ro- 
man provincial rulers. During the year of 
Caesar's aedileship, Catiline was accused by no 
less a person than the profligate P. Clodius 
Pulcher, who cared not how or at whose ex- 
pence he gained distinction. Catiline had in- 
tended in that year to offer himself candidate 
for the consulship. But while this accusation 
was pending, the law forbade him to come for- 
ward ; and this obstacle so irritated him that 
he took advantage of a critical juncture of cir- 
cumstances to plan a new revolution. 

The senatorial chiefs, in their wish to restore 
at least an outward show of decency, had coun- 
tenanced the introduction of a verv severe law 
to prevent bribery by L. Capurnius Piso, con* 
sul for the year 67 b.c. Under this law P. 
Cornelius Sulla and P. Autronius Paetus, con- 
suls-elect for 65 b.c, were indicted and found 
guilty. Their election was declared void. L. 
Aurelius Cotta and L. Manlius Torquatus, 
their accusers, were nominated by the senate 
consuls in their stead, without the formality of 
a new election. Catiline found Autronius 
ready for any violence ; and these two entered 
into a conspiracy with another profligate young 
nobleman, by name Cn. Piso, to murder the 
new consuls on the calends of January — the 
day on which they entered upon office — and to 
seize the supreme authority for themselves. 

The scheme is said to have failed only be- 
cause Catiline gave the signal of attack before 
the armed assassins had assembled in sufficient 
numbers to begin their work. 

That this attempt was either not generally 
known or not generally believed is indicated 
by the fact that Cn. Piso was intrusted by the 
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senate with the government of Spain. Hardly 
had he arrived when he was murdered by the 
Spanish horsemen in attendance upon his per- 
son, men who had formerly served under Pom- 
pey in the Sertorian war. But who were the 
instigators and what the causes of this dark 
deed were things never known. 

Catiline was acquitted on his trial, no doubt 
by the intentional misconduct of the case by 
Clodius. We are astonished to find the consul 
Torquatus appear as his advocate, and to read 
a private letter of Cicero, in which the orator 
expressed his willingness to undertake the same 
disreputable office. The reason which he gives" 
himself for this assent is that in the next year 
he was to be candidate for the consulship : if 
Catiline were acquitted, he also would be a 
competitor; and it would be better to have 
him as a friend than as an enemy. This alone 
speaks loudly for the influence of Catiline ; for 
at the same time Cicero privately asserts his 
conviction that his guilt was clear as noon- 
day. 

In the next year (64 b .c.) Caesar made 
another movement in advance against the 
Syllan party, by bringing to trial two obscure 
men who had slain persons under the authority 
of Sylla's law of proscription. They were 
found guilty and condemned. One of them, 
L. Bellienus, was an uncle of Catiline. On 
this hint, L. Lucceius brought Catiline himself 
to trial for the same offence. He was acquitted 
probably by the exercise of influence which the 
obscure persons assailed by Caesar were unable 
to procure. But the condemnation of any 
person for obeying the ordinances of Sylla was 
a notable encroachment on the authority of his 
constitutional regulations ; and the success 
which attended this step showed the discretion 
and judgment of Caesar in the conduct of poli- 
tical warfare. 

Catiline was now free to offer himself for 
the consulship. There was every reason to fear 



1^4 THE LIFE OF JULIUS CMSAR. 

his success. Five of the six candidates who 
opposed him were men of little note, and many 
of them men of indifferent character. The 
sixth was Cicero, whose obscure birth was a 
strong objection against him in the eyes of the 
senatorial nobility. But they had no choice. 
C. Antonius, brother of M. Antonius Creticus, 
and younger son of the great orator, was con- 
sidered sure of his election ; and he was in- 
clined to form a coalition with Catiline. Cicero 
was supported by the Equites, by the friends 
of Pompey whom he had so well served .by his 
speech for the Manilian law, and by a number 
of persons whom he had obliged by his services 
as advocate. What part he had hitherto taken 
in politics had been decidedly in opposition to 
the senate. In early youth he had distinguished 
himself by a daring attack upon Sylla's pro- 
scriptions. As aedile-elect he had strengthened 
the hands of Pompey in his assault on the 
senatorial courts by his bold and uncompromis- 
ing accusation of Verres. Lastly, he had given 
offence to Catulus and the leaders of the senate 
by his eloquent support of the Manilian law. 
But necessity knows no rule ; and to keep out 
Catiline, whom they feared and hated, the 
senatorial chiefs resolved to support Cicero, 
whom they disliked and despised. The orator 
himself snowed his usual activity. Publicly 
he inveighed against the coalition of Antonius 
and Catiline ; privately he made advances to 
Antonius. His personal popularity and the 
support of the aristocracy placed him at the 
head of the poll. Antonius was returned as 
his colleague, though he headed Catiline by 
the votes of very few centuries. 

We now come to the memorable year of 
Cicero's consulship, 63 B.C. It was generally 
believed that Catiline's second disappointment 
in suing for the chief object of a Roman's am- 
bition would drive him to a second conspiracy. 
Immediately after his election, Cicero at once 
attached himself to the senate and justified 
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their choice. To detach Antonius from con- 
nection with Catiline, he voluntarily ceded to 
him the lucrative province of Macedonia, which 
he had obtained by lot. But Catiline's meas- 
ures were conducted with so much secrecy that 
for several months no clue was obtained to his 
designs. 

Meantime Cicero had other difficulties to 
meet. Among the tribunes of the year were 
two persons attached to Caesar's party, Q. Ser- 
vilius Rullus and T. Atius Labienus. The 
tribunes entered upon their office nearly a 
month before the consuls ; and in these few 
days Rullus had come forward with an agrarian 
law, by which it was proposed to revive the 
measure of Cinna, and divide the rich public 
lands of Campania among the poor citizen of 
the tribes. Cicero's devotion to his new politi- 
cal friends was shown by the ready alacrity 
with which he opposed this popular measure. 
On the calends of January, the very day upon 
which he entered office, he delivered a vehe- 
ment harangue in the senate against the meas- 
ure, which he followed up by elaborate speeches 
in the forum. He pleased himself by thinking 
that it was in consequence of these efforts that 
Rullus withdrew his bill. But it is probable 
that Caesar, the real author of the law, cared 
little for its present success. In bringing it 
forward he secured favor for himself. In 
forcing Cicero to take part against it, he de- 
prived the eloquent orator of a large portion of 
his hard-won popularity. 

Soon after this Caesar employed the services 
of T. Labienus to follow up the blow which in 
the preceding year he had struck against the 
proscription of Sylla by an assault upon the 
arbitrary power assumed by the senate in dan- 
gerous emergencies. It will be remembered 
that in the sixth consulship of Marius the rev- 
olutionary enterprise of the tribune Saturninus 
had been put down by resorting to the arbitrary 
power just noticed. Labienus whose uncle 



!j6 THE LIFE OF JULIUS CAESAR. 

had perished by the side of Saturninus, now 
indicted C. Rabirius, an aged senator, for hav- 
ing slain the tribune. It was well known that 
the actual prepetrator of the deed was a slave 
named Scaeva, who had been publicly rewarded 
for his services. But Rabirius had certainly 
been in the midst of the assailants, and it was 
easy to accuse him of complicity. The actual 
charge brought against him was that he was 
guilty of high treason (perduellio) ; and if he 
were found guilty, it would follow that all 
persons who hereafter obeyed the senate in 
taking up arms against seditious persons would 
be liable to a similar charge. The cause was 
tried before the duumviri, one of whom was L. 
Caesar, consul of the proceeding year ; the 
other was C. Caesar himself. Hortensius and 
Cicero defended the old senator. It would 
seem almost impossible for Caesar to condemn 
an act which was justified by Marius himself, 
who had been obliged to lead the assault upon 
the tribune's party. But Caesar's object was 
wholly political, and he was not troubled by 
scruples. The duumviri found Rabirius guilty, 
whom was L. Caesar, consul of the preceeding 
year ; the other was C. 'Caesar himself. Horten- 
sius and Cicero defended the old senator. It 
would seem almost impossible for Caesar to 
condemn an act which was justified by Marius 
himself, who had been obliged to lead the as- 
srult upon the tribune's party. But Caesar's 
object was wholly political, and he was not 
troubled by scruples. The duumviri found 
Rabirius guilty. 

From this judgment the old senator appealed 
to the popular assembly. Cicero again came 
forward, in his consular robes, to defend him. 
He was only allowed half an hour for his 
speech ; but the defence which he condensed 
into that narrow space was unanswerable, and 
must have obtained a verdict for his client, if 
it had been addressed to a calm audience. The 
people, however, were eager to humiliate the 
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senatorial government, and were ready to vote, 
not according to the justice of the case, but ac- 
cording to their present political passion. In 
vain the senators descended into the assembly 
and implored for a vote of acquittal. Rabirkis 
would certainly have been condemned had not 
Q. Metellus Celer, praetor of the city, taken 
down the standard which from ancient times 
floated from the Janiculum during the sitting 
of the comitia.* But Caesar's purpose was ef- 
fectually answered. The governing body had 
been humbled, and their right to place sedi- 
tious persons under a sentence of outlawry had 
been called in question. We may almost sup- 
pose that Caesar himself suggested to Metellus 
the mode of stopping the trial; for he was 
never inclined to shed blood and oppress the 
innocent, unless when he deemed it necessary 
for his political ends. 

About the same time Caesar promoted an ac- 
cusation against C. Calpurnius Piso for mal- 
versation in his government of Gallia Narbo- 
nensis. Piso, when consul, had led the oppo- 
sition to the Gabinian law. He was acquitted 
on the present charge, and became one of 
Caesar's most determined enemies.t 

Cicero lost still more favor by the successful 
opposition which he offered to an attempt to 
restore to their political rights the sons of those 
who had been on the proscribed lists of Sylla. 
In this he well served the purpose of the sen- 
ate by excluding from the comitia their mortal 
enemies ; but he incurred many personal en- 

* A custom probably derived from . the times when 
the Etruscans were foes of Rome. The removal of the 
standard was, in those times, a signal of the enemy's ap- 
proach, and on this signal the Comitia Centuriata be- 
came an army ready for battle. The form remained, 
though the reason had long passed away. 

t This C. Piso, the aristocrat, must be carefully dis- 
tinguished from Cn. Piso, the dissolute associate of 
Catiline, and from L. Piso, the enemy of Cicero and 
father-in-law of Caesar. Several other Pisos occur in 
this period, and their identity of name leads to some 
confusion. 
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mities, and he advocated a sentence which was 
manifestly unjust and could be justified only 
by necessity. In return for these services he 
induced his new friends lo second him in some 
measures of practical reform. He procured a 
law against bribery still more stringent than 
the Calpurnian law of 67 B.C. At his instance 
the senate gave up the privilege by which every 
senator was entitled to free quarters in any city 
of the empire, on pretence that they were en- 
gaged in the service of the state. 

About this time the age and infirmities of 
Metellus Pius made probable a vacancy in the 
high office of pontifex maximus ; and Labienus 
introduced a law by which the right of election 
to this office was restored to the tribes, accord- 
ing to the rule observed before Sylla's revolu- 
tion. Very soon after, Metellus died, and 
Caesar offered himself as a candidate for this 
high office. Catulus, chief of the senate and 
the respectable leader of the governing party, 
also came forward, as well as P. Servilius 
Isauricus. Caesar had been one of the pontiffs 
from early youth ; but he was known to be un- 
scrupulous in his pleasures as in his politics, 
overwhelmed with debt, careless of religion. 
His election, however, was a trial of political 
strength merely. It was considered so certain 
that Catulus attempted to take advantage of 
the heavy debts which embarrassed him by of- 
fering him a large sum if he would retire 
from the contest. Caesar peremptorily refused, 
saying that if more money were necessary for 
his purposes he would borrow more. He prob- 
ably anticipated that the senate would use force 
to oppose him ; for on the morning of the 
election he parted from his mother Aurelia with 
the words, " I shall return as pontifex maximus, 
or you will see me no more." His success was 
triumphant. Even in the tribes to which his 
opponents belonged he obtained more votes 
than they counted altogether. No fact can 
more strongly prove the strength which the 
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popular party had regained under his adroit but 
unseen management. It is worth noting that 
in this year, when he first appeared as master 
of the forum, was born his sister's son, M. Oc- 
tavius, who reaped the fruit of all his ambitious 
endeavors. 

The year was now fast waning, and nothing 
was known to the public of any attempts on 
the part of Catiline. That dark and enterpris- 
ing person had offered himself again as candi- 
date for the consulship, and he was anxious to 
keep all quiet till the result was known. But 
Cicero had become acquainted with a woman 
named Fulvia, mistress to Curius, one of Cati- 
line's confidential friends, and by her means he 
obtained immediate knowledge of all the de- 
signs of the conspirators. At length he con- 
sidered them so far advanced, that on the 21st 
of October he convened the senate and laid all 
his information before them. So convinced 
were they of the danger , that on the next day 
a decree was framed to invest the consuls with 
dictatorial power, to be used at their discretion. 
At present, however, this decree was kept se- 
cret. 

Soon after, the consular comitia were held, 
and the election of the centuries fell on D. 
Junius Silanus and L. Licinius Murena, both 
of them adherents of the senatorial party. Cat- 
iline, disappointed of his last hopes of election, 
convened his friends at the house of M. Por- 
cius Laeca, on the nights of the 6th and 7th of 
November ; * and at this meeting it was deter- 
mined to proceed to action. C. Mallius, an 
old centurion, who had been employed in levy- 
ing troops secretly in Etruria, was sent to Fae- 

* Our Jan. nth, 62 B.C. In this and all following 
dates correction must be made to obtain the real time. 
The Roman 1st of January of this year would be by our 
reckoning the 14th of March. It must be observed: also 
that the Romans reckoned the night as belonging to the 
following day. What we call the night of the 6th of 
November would be with them the night of the 7th. 
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sulae as headquarters, and ordered to prepare 
for war ; Cataline and the rest of his associates 
were to organize revolutionary movements 
within the city. 

Cicero was immediately informed of these 
resolutions through Fulvia, and resolved to 
dally no longer with the peril. He summoned 
the senate to meet on the 8th of November in 
the Temple of Jupiter Stator. Cataline, him- 
self a senator, with marvellous effrontery, ap- 
peared in his place ; but every senator quitted 
the bench on which he took his seat and left 
him alone. Cicero now rose and delivered that 
famous speech which is entitled his First Ora- 
tion against Cataline. The conspirator at- 
tempted to reply; but a general shout of 
execration drowned his voice. Unable to 
obtain a hearing, he left the senate-house ; and, 
perceiving that his life was in danger if he re- 
mained at Rome, he summoned his associates 
together, and handed over the execution of 
his designs at home to M. Lentulus Sura, prae- 
tor of the city, and C. Cethegus, while on that 
same night he himself ]eft Rome to join Mal- 
lius at Faesulae. On the following morning 
Cicero assembled the people in the forum, and 
there in his second speech he told them of the 
flight of Cataline and explained its cause. 

The senate now made a second decree, in 
which Cataline and Mallius were proclaimed 
public enemies ; and the consul Antonius was 
directed to take the command of an army des- 
tined to act against him, while to Cicero was 
committed the care of the citv. Cicero was at 
a loss how to act ; for he was not able to bring 
forward Fulvia as a witness, and after the late 
proceedings against Rabirius he was obliged to 
be very cautious in resorting to the use of dic- 
tatorial power. But at this moment he obtain- 
ed full and direct proof of the intentions of the 
conspirators. There were then present at 
Rome ambassadors from the Allobroges, whose 
business it was to solicit relief from the oppres- 
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sion of their governors and from the debts 
which they had incurred to the Roman treas- 
ury. The senate heard them coldly, and Len- 
tulus took advantage of their discontent to make 
overtures to them in hope of obtaining military 
aid from their countrymen against the senato- 
rial leaders. At first they lent a ready ear to 
his offers, but thought it prudent to disclose 
these offers to Q. Fabius Sanga, whose family 
had long been engaged to protect their inter- 
ests at Rome.* Fabius at once communicated 
with Cicero. By the consul's directions the Al- 
lobrogian envoys continued their intrigue with 
Lentulus, and demanded written orders, signed 
by himself, Cethegus, and others of the chief 
conspirators, to serve as credentials to their 
nation. Bearing these fatal documents, they 
set out from Rome on the evening of the 3d 
of December (5th of February, b. a), accom- 
panied by one T. Vulturcius, who carried letters 
from Lentulus to Cataline himself. Cicero, 
kept in full information of every fact, ordered 
the praetors L. Flaccus and C. Pomptinus to 
take post with a sufficient force upon the Mul- 
vian Bridge. Here the envoys were quietly 
arrested, together with Vulturcius, and all their 
papers were seized. 

Early next morning Cicero sent ror Lentu- 
lus, Cethegus, and the others who had signed 
the Allobrogian credentials, to his house. Ut- 
terly ignorant of what had passed, they came ; 
and the consul, holding the praetor Lentulus 
by the hand, and followed by the rest, went 
straight to the Temple of Concord, where he 
had summoned the senate to meet. Vulturcius 
and the Allobrogian envoys were now brought 
in, and the praetor Flaccus produced the papers 
which he had seized. The evidence was so 
clearly brought to a point that the conspirators 
at once confessed their handwriting ; and the 
senate decreed that Lentulus should be de- 

* They had been conquered by Q. P'abius Maximus, 
nephew of Scipio vEmilianas. 
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prived of his praetorship, and that he with his 
accomplices should be put into the hands of 
eminent senators, who were to be answerable 
for their persons. Lentulus fell to the charge 
of P. Lentulus Spinther, who was then aedile, 
Cethegus to that of Q. Cornficius, Statilius to 
Caesar, Gabinius to Crassus, Caeparious to Cn. 
Terentius. Immediately after the execution 
of this decree, Cicero went forth into the forum 
and in his third speech detailed to the assem- 
bled people all the circumstances which had 
been discovered. Not only had two knights 
been commissioned by Cethegus to kill Cicero 
in his chamber, a fate which the consul eluded 
by refusing them admission, but it had been 
resolved to set the city on fire in twelve places 
at once, as soon as it was known that Catiline 
and Mallius were ready to advance at the head 
of an armed force. Lentulus, who belonged to 
the great Cornelian gens, had been buoyed up 
by a Sibylline prophecy, which promised the 
dominion over Rome to " three C's : " he was 
to be the third Cornelius after Cornelius Cinna 
and Cornelius Syila. But it was to his slug- 
gish remissness that the fiery Cethegus attrib- 
uted their ignominious failure ; and it is 
probable that if the chief conduct of the busi- 
ness had been left to this desperate man, some 
attempt at a rising would have been made. 

The certainty of danger and the feeling of 
escape filled all hearts with indignation against 
the Catilinariangang ; and for a moment Cicero 
and the senate rose to the height of popularity. 

Two days after (December 5=February 7, 
62 B.C.), the senate was once more summoned 
to decide the fate of the captive conspirators. 
Silanus, as consul-elect, was first asked his 
opinion, and he gave it in favor of death. Ti. 
Nero moved that the question should be ad- 
journed till the contest with Catiline in the 
field was brought to an end. Caesar, who was 
then praetor-elect, spoke against capital punish- 
ment altogether, and proposed that the prison- 
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ers should be condemned to perpetual chains 
in various cities of Italy — taking care incident- 
ally to moot the question lately raised in the 
case of Rabirius as to the power of the senate 
to inflict the penalty of death. His speech 
produced such an effect that even Silanus de- 
clared his intention to accede to Nero's motion. 
But Cicero himself and Cato delivered vehe- 
ment arguments in favor of extreme punish- 
ment, and the majority voted with them. 
Immediately after the vote, the consul, with 
a strong guard, conveyed the prisoners to the 
loathsome dungeon called the Tullianum, and 
here they were strangled by the public execu- 
tioners. 

It is difficult to see how the state could have 
been imperilled by suffering the culprits to 
live — at least till they had been allowed the 
chances of a regular trial. If Rabirius was 
held guilty for taking part in putting Satur- 
ninus to death — a man who was actually in 
arms against the government — what had Cicero 
to expect from those who were ready to deliver 
this verdict ? It was not long before he had 
cause to rue his over-zealous haste. But, at 
present, a panic fear pervaded all classes. 
No one knew what danger threatened and who 
might be the sufferers. At the moment, the 
popular voice ratified the judgment of Cato, 
when he proclaimed Cicero to have justly de- 
served the title of " Father of his Country." 

Before the close of the consular year, the 
consul-elect Murena was indicted by C. Sul- 
picius, one of his competitors, for bribery. The 
accusation was supported by Cato. Hortensius 
and Cicero undertook the defence. Cicero's 
speech is extant ; and the buoyant spirits with 
which he assails first the legal pedantry of Sul- 
picius and then, the impracticable stoicism of 
Cato show how highly he was elated by his 
late successful management in crushing the 
conspiracy at home. There can be no doubt 
that Murena was guilty. The only argument 
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of any force used in his defence by Cicero was 
his statement of the danger of leaving the state 
with but one consul when Catiline was at the 
head of an army in the field. And this argu- 
ment probably it was that procured the acquit- 
tal of the consul-elect. 

The sequel may be briefly related. Before 
the execution of his accomplices, Catiline was 
at the head of two complete legions, consisting 
chiefly of Sylla's veterans. But servile insur- 
rections in Apulia and other places, on which 
Catiline counted, were promptly repressed : 
his own small army was very imperfectly armed; 
and their leader avoided a conflict with An- 
tonius, who was continued in command as pro- 
consul. When the failure of the plot at home 
reached the insurgents, many deserted ; and 
Catiline endeavored to make good his retreat 
by Pistoja into Cisalpine Gaul. But the passes 
were already beset by the pro-praetor Metellus 
Celer ; the consul Antonius was close behind ; 
and it became necessary either to fight or sur- 
render. Catiline and his desperadoes chose 
the braver course. His small army was drawn 
up with skill. Antonius, mindful of former 
intimacy with Catiline, alleged illness as a 
plea for giving up the command of his troops 
to M. Petreius, a skilful soldier. A short but 
desperate conflict followed. Maliius and his 
best officers fell fighting bravely. Catiline, 
after doing the duties of a good general and a 
brave soldier, saw that the day was lost, and 
rushing into the thick of battle fell with many 
wounds. He was taken up, still breathing, 
with a menacing frown stamped upon his brow. 
None were taken prisoners ; all who died had 
their wounds in front. 

It is impossible to part from this strange 
history without adding a word with respect to 
the part taken by Caesar and Crassus. Both 
these eminent persons were supposed to have 
been more or less privy to Catiline's designs. 
If the first conspiracy attributed to Catiline 
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had succeeded, we are told that the assassins 
of the consuls had intended to declare Crassus 
dictator, and that Caesar was to be master of 
the horse. Suetonius, in his love for improbable 
gossip, goes so far as to make Caesar a prin- 
cipal actor in that first conspiracy ; and many 
senators believed, or determined to believe, 
that he at least, if not Crassus, was guilty. 

Nothing seems more improbable than that 
Crassus should have countenanced a plan which 
involved the destruction of the city, and which 
must have been followed by the ruin of credit. 
He had constantly employed the large fortune 
which he had amassed in the Syllan proscrip- 
tion for the purposes of speculation and job- 
bing. One profitable branch of the latter 
business was to buy up promising youths, give 
them a first-rate education in music or any art 
to which they showed an aptitude, and then 
sell them at enormous prices. Speculations of 
this sort could only succeed in a state of politi- 
cal security. To a money-lender, speculator, 
and jobber, a violent revolution, attended by 
destruction of property and promising abolition 
of debts, would be of all things the least desir- 
able. Crassus was not without ambition, but 
he never gratified the lust of power at the ex- 
pense of his purse. 

The case against Caesar bears at first sight 
more likelihood. Sallust represents Cato as 
hinting that Caesar's wish to spare the con- 
spirators arose from his complicity with them. 
As that unflinching politician was speaking in 
the debate on the punishment of the conspira- 
tors, a note was privately put into Caesar's 
hand. Cato stopped and demanded that the 
note should be read aloud. Caesar handed it 
to his accuser ; it was a billet-doux from Ser- 
vilia, the sister of Cato himself and wife of 
Silanus. " Take it, drunkard," retorted the 
disappointed speaker. This first attack, then, 
had signally failed. But in the next year (62 
b. a), after Caesar had entered upon his praetor 
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ship, accusations were brought against several 
persons who were doubtless guilty. Among 
them Autronius, the accomplice of Catiline in 
his first conspiracy, earnestly implored Cicero 
to be his advocate. The orator refused, and 
Autronius was condemned. But immediately 
after this, the world was scandalized to see 
the orator undertake the defence of P. Sylla, 
who had been the colleague of Autronius, 
when both were ejected from the consulship — 
more especially when it was whispered that he 
had received a large sum for his services. The 
speech remains, and a comparison of this plead- 
ing with his Catilinarian speeches shows that 
the latitude which Cicero allowed himself as 
an advocate was little compatible with his new 
character of a political leader. Notwithstand- 
ing the failure of the indictment against P. 
Sylla, the success which had lately attended 
their political efforts encouraged some of the 
senatorial chiefs to raise a formal accusation 
against Caesar. A person called Vettius, al- 
ready employed by Cicero as a spy, had made 
a gainful trade of his informations, and he 
offered to produce a letter from Caesar to 
Catiline which would prove his guilt. Curius 
also came forward with similar assertions. 
Cicero and the more prudent of the senators 
wished at once to quash these tales. But 
Caesar would not be content with this, and in 
full senate he called on the ex-consul to state 
what he knew of- the matter. Cicero rose, and 
in the most explicit manner declared that so 
far from Caesar be implicated in the plot, he 
had done all that could be expected from a 
good citizen to assist in crushing it. The 
people, having learned what was the question 
before the senate, crowded to the doors of the 
house and demanded Caesar's safety. His 
appearance assured them, and he was welcomed 
with loud applause. It was only by his inter- 
ference that Vettius was saved from being 
torn in pieces. Curius was punished by the 
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loss of the reward which had been promised 
for his information. 

In truth, of evidence to prove Caesars com- 
plicity with Catiline, there was really none ; 
and the further the case is examined the less 
appears to be the probability of such complic- 
ity. The course he had pursued for the pur- 
pose of undermining the power of the senatorial 
aristocracy was perfectly consistent, and had 
been so successful hitherto that he was little 
likely to abandon it at this precise moment for 
a scheme of reckless ruin and violence from 
which others would reap the chief advantage. 
Even if Catiline had succeeded, he must have 
been crushed almost immediately by Pompey, 
who was preparing to return to Italy at the 
head of his victorious legions. The desire of 
Caesar to save the lives of Lentulus, Cethegus, 
and the rest, is at once explained, when we re- 
member that he had just before promoted the 
prosecution of Rabirius for obeying an order of 
the very kind against which he now argued. 
As the leader of the party of the Gracchi, of 
Saturninus, and of Marius, it was his cue always 
and everywhere to protest against the absolute 
power assumed by the senate in such emergen- 
cies as unconstitutional and illegal. It is 
possible that he may have suspected the de- 
signs of Catiline ; and at an earlier period he 
may have been sounded by that reckless person. 
as a well-known opponent of the senate. But 
without claiming for Caesar any credit for 
principle or scrupulosity, we may safely con- 
clude that it was utterly inexpedient for him 
to have any dealings with Catiline ; and we 
may be sure that he was the last man to be mis- 
led into a rash enterprise which was not expe- 
dient for himself. 
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CHAPTER II. 
pompey's return— first TRIUMVIRATE — CM* 

SAR*S CONSULSHIP CLODIUS. (62-58 B.C.) 

In the first heat of his triumph, Cicero dis- 
closed the weakness of his character. He was, 
to speak plainly, full of inordinate vanity, a 
quality which above all others deprives a man 
of the social and political influence which 
may otherwise be due to his integrity, industry, 
and ability. The more violent among the sen- 
ators who had taken him for their leader in the 
Catilinarian troubles were offended by his 
refusal to assail Caesar ; all the order was dis- 
gusted by the constant iteration of his merits. 
An oligarchy will readily accept the services 
of men of the people ; but they never cordially 
unite with them, and never forgive a marked 
assumption of personal superiority. But it 
was not only the senate at home that was irri- 
tated by hearing Cicero repeat, "I am the 
savior of Rome ; I am the father of my coun- 
try." Pompey was now in Greece, on the eve 
of returning to Italy, and he had been watching 
Cicero's rise to political eminence not without 
jealousy. Metellus Nepos,* his legate, had 
alreadv returned to Rome with instructions 
from his chief, and had been elected Tribune 
for the next year. Cicero, in the fulness of his 
heart, wrote Pompey a long account of his 
consulate, in which he had the ill address to 
compare his own triumph over Catiline with 
Pompey's eastern conquests. The general in 
his reply took no notice of Cicero's actions ; 

* Several Metelli are mixed up with the history of this 
period. Metellus Nepos was the younger brother of 
Metellus Celer, who as praetor was in arms against 
Catiline in Cisalpine Gaul. They were great-grandsons 
of Metellus Balearicus, and therefore distant cousins of 
Metellus Fius. 



THE LIFE OF JULIUS CJESAR. ^9 

and the orator wrote him a submissive letter, 
in which he professes his hope of playing 
Laelius to his great correspondent's Africanus. 
Meanwhile Metellus Nepos had entered upon 
his tribunician office, and made no secret of 
his disapproval of Cicero's conduct in putting 
citizens to death without trial. On the calends 
of January, when the ex-consul intended to 
have delivered an elaborate panegyric on him- 
self and the senate for their conduct in the 
late events, the tribune interdicted him from 
speaking at all. He could do nothing more 
than step forward and swear aloud that " he 
alone had preserved the republic." The 
people, not yet recovered from the fear of 
Catiline and his crew, shouted in answer that 
he had sworn the truth. 

Metellus Nepos followed up this assault by 
two bills — one empowering Pompey to be 
elected consul for the second time in his ab- 
sence ; the other investing him with the com- 
mand in Italy for the purpose of quelling the 
insurrection of Catiline. Caesar supported 
both these motions ; but when Nepos began to 
read them to the people previous to submitting 
them to the votes of the assembly, Cato, who 
was also one of the tribunes for the year, 
snatched the paper from the hand of his col- 
league and tore it in pieces. Nepos then began 
to recite his laws from memory ; but another 
tribune who was in the interest of the senate 
placed his hand over his mouth. A tumult fol- 
lowed. But popular feeling was at present 
with those who had so resolutely opposed 
Catiline. Nepos was obliged to forego his 
bills, and for the time the senate triumphed 
over the agent of Pompey. 

On laying down his praetorship at the close 
of the year, Caesar obtained Spain for his 
province. His debtors, fearing that he might 
elude them altogether, threatened to detain 
him ; and in this emergency he applied to 
Crassus, with whom he had for some time cul- 
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tivated friendly relations. Crassus, believing 
in the fortune of Caesar, advanced the required 
sums, and the pro-praetor, set out for Spain at 
the very beginning of the year 61 B.C. 

Pompey, after his progress through Greece, 
had arrived in Italy, but not at Rome. Great 
apprehensions were felt there; for he was at 
the head of an army devoted to his person, and 
therefore his power was not to be doubted ; he 
was as silent on political matters as Monk on 
the eve of the Restoration, and therefore his 
intentions were suspected. But all fears and 
jealousies were dissipated for the moment, 
when he addressed his soldiers at Brundusium, 
thanked them for their faithful services, and dis- 
missed them to their respective homes till it was 
time for them to attend his triumph. He then 
set out for Rome, accompanied only by a few 
friends. Outside the walls he halted, and 
asked permission from the senate to enter the 
city without forfeiting his claim to a triumph. 
But what had been excused in Sylla after the 
act was not to be allowed by anticipation to 
Pompey. Cato strenuously opposed the ap- 
plication, and it was refused. This triumph, 
the third which he had enjoyed, did not take 
place till the end of September. It lasted two 
days, and the sum of money paid into the trea- 
sury exceeded all former experience. After 
the triumph he addressed set speeches both 
to the senate and to the people, but with so much 
coldness and caution that no one could form 
any conclusion with respect to his present sen- 
timents or intentions ; in particular he studi- 
ously avoided expressing any clear opinion 
with respect to the late troubles, and the active 
part taken by Cicero and the senate against 
the Catilinarian conspirators. Crassus, always 
jealous of Pompey, took advantage of his 
rival's cautious reserve to rise in the senate, 
and pronounce a panegyric upon Cicero ; and 
this gave the orator an opportunity of deliver- 
ing the elaborate speech which he had pre- 
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pared for the calends of January. Cicero sat 
down amid cheers from all sides of the house. 
It was probably the happiest moment of his 
life.* 

The consuls-elect were L. Afranius, an old 
and attached officer of Pompey, and Q. Metel- 
lus Celer, elder brother of Nepos.f The chief 
officers of state, therefore, seemed likely to be 
at the beck of the great general. But Afranius 
proved to be a cipher on the political stage, 
and Metellus Celer, exasperated because 
Pompey had just divorced his sister, sided 
warmly with the senate. Caesar was in Farther 
Spain ; Crassus, stimulated (as we have said) 
by ancient jealousy, had shown a disposition to 
oppose Pompey ; and the game, if prudently 
played, might have been won by the senatorial 
leaders. But about this time they lost Catulus, 
their most respected and most prudent chief; 
and the blind obstinacy of Metellus Celer, 
Cato, and others, converted Pompey from his 
cold neutrality into a warm antagonist. 

During his stay in the East after the death 
of Mithridates, he had formed provinces and 
re-distributed kingdoms by his own judgment, 
unassisted by the senatorial commission, which 
usually advised a proconsul in such matters. 
He now applied to have the arrangements 
which he had made confirmed by authority of 
the senate. But Lucullus and Metellus Creti- 
cus, though they had been allowed the honors 
of a triumph, were not unjustly irritated at see- 
ing that in the blaze of his triumphant success 
their own unquestionable merits had been 
utterly over-past and forgotten. They spoke 
warmly in the senate of the unfair appropria- 
tion of their labors by Pompey, and persuaded 

* For a lively description of the whole scene, see 
Cicero's letter to Atticus, i. 14. 

t It was from this year that Pollio began his history of 
this civil .war : 

" Motum ex Metello Consule civicum, 
Bellique causas," etc. — Horat. Od. ii. 1. 
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the jealous majority to withhold the desired 
confirmation. 

At the same time a tribune named L. Flavius 
proposed an agrarian law by which it was pro- 
posed to assign certain lands in guerdon to 
Pompey's veteran soldiers. It seems that by 
the original terms of this bill certain of Sylla's 
assignments were cancelled, and thus arose a 
general sense of insecurity in such property, 
till Cicero came forward and proposed the re- 
moval of all these objectionable clauses. But 
even in this amended form the law, like all 
agrarian laws, was hateful to the senate. The 
consul Metellus Celer opposed it with rancor- 
ous determination ; and Pompey, who disliked 
popular tumults, suffered the measure to be 
withdrawn, and brooded over the insult in 
haughty silence. 

Cicero made advances to the great man, and 
received scraps of praise and flattery, which 
pleased him and deceived him, while it in- 
creased the coldness which had already sprung 
up between him and the senatorial chiefs. 
But Pompey well knew the political impotence 
of the great orator, and it was to a very differ- 
ent quarter that he cast his eyes to gain sup- 
port against the senate. 

Caesar (as we have said) had taken his de- 
parture for Spain before Pompey's return. In 
that province he had availed himself of some 
disturbances on the Lusitanian border to de- 
clare war against that gallant people. He 
overran their country with constant success, 
and then turned his arms against the Gallae- 
cians, who seem to have been unmolested since 
the days of Dec. Brutus. In two campaigns he 
became master of spoils sufficient not only to 
pay off a great portion of his debts, but also to 
enrich his soldiery. There can be no doubt 
that he must have acted with great severity to 
wring these large sums from the native Span- 
iards. He never, indeed, took any thought for 
the sufferings of the people not subject to Ro- 
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man rule. But he was careful not to be guilty 
of oppression toward the provincials ; his rule 
in the Spanish provinces was long remarked 
for its equitable adjustment of debts and taxes 
due to the Roman publicans and money-lend- 
ers. 

He left Spain in time to reach Rome before 
the consular elections of the year 60 B.C. ; for 
he intended to present himself as a candidate. 
But he also claimed a triumph, and till this was 
over he could not begin his canvass. He there- 
fore applied to the senate for leave to sue for 
the consulship without presenting himself per- 
sonally in the city. The senate probably re- 
pented of their stiffness in refusing Pompey's 
demand a year before, and were disposed to 
make a merit of granting Caesar's request. But 
Cato, who never would give way to a plea of 
expediency except in favor of his own party, 
adjourned the decision of the question by 
speaking against time ; and Caesar, who scorned 
the appearance in comparison with the reality 
of power, relinquished his triumph and entered 
the city. He found Pompey, as he expected to 
find him, in high dudgeon with the senate ; for 
secret negotiations had already been opened 
between them. To strengthen their hands 
still further, Caesar proposed to include Cras- 
sus in their treaty. This rich and unpopular 
nobleman had, as we have seen, made ad- 
vances to Cicero and to the Senate ; but 
these advances had been ill received, and 
he lent a ready ear to the overtures of the dex- 
terous negotiator who now addressed him. 
Pompey also, at the instance of Caesar, relin- 
quished the old enmity which he bore to Cras- 
sus ; and thus was formed that famous cabal 
which is commonly, though improperly, called 
the First Triumvirate.* It was at present kept 
studiously secret, and Cicero for some time 

* Improperly, because it was a secret combination, 
and not an open assumption of political power, such as 
to Roman ears was implied in the word triumvirate. 
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after counted upon Pompey for neutralizing the 
ambitious designs of Caesar, whose expected 
return filled him with apprehension. 

Thus supported secretly by the influence of 
Pompey, by the wealth of Crassus, and by his 
own popularity, Caesar was elected to the con- 
sulship by acclamation. He had formed a 
coalition with L. Lucceius, a man of letters, 
who had taken an active part against Catiline, 
and who was expected to write a memoir of 
Cicero's consulship. But the senatorial chiefs 
exhausted every art of intrigue and bribery to 
secure the return of M. Calpurnius Bibulus, 
who had been the colleague of Caesar in his 
previous offices, and was known to be a man of 
unflinching resolution. He was son-in-law to 
Cato, who to obtain a political advantage did 
not hesitate to sanction the bribery and cor- 
rupt practices which on other occasions he 
loudly denounced. Bibulus was elected ; and 
from the resolute antagonism of the two con- 
suls, the approaching year seemed big with 
danger. 

Caesar began the acts of his consulship by a 
measure so adroitly drawn up as to gratify at 
once his own adherents and Pompey and 
Cicero. It was an agrarian law, framed very 
carefully on the model of that which had been 
proposed last year by Pompey's agents and 
amended by the orator. Before bringing it 
forward in the popular assembly, he read it 
over clause by clause in the senate, and not 
even Cato was able to find fault. But Bibulus 
declared that the measure, however cautiously 
framed, was revolutionary, and should not pass 
while he was consul. He therefore refused to 
sanction any further meetings of the senate. 
Caesar, unable to convene the great council 
without the consent of his colleague, now threw 
himself upon the people, and enlarged his 
agrarian bill to the dimension of the laws for* 
merly proposed by Cinna and by Rullus. 
Cicero now took alarm, and the senatorial 
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order united in opposition to any distribution 
of their favorite Campanian lands. On the 
day appointed for taking the votes of the peo- 
ple, the most violent of the oligarchy met at 
the house of Bibulus. Hence they sallied out 
into the forum and attempted to dissolve the 
assembly by force. But Caesar ordered his 
lictors to arrest Cato ; Lucullus was only saved 
from violence by the consul himself and the 
other leaders were obliged to seek safety in 
flight. After this vain effort, in which the 
senators set an example of violence, Bibulus 
attempted to stop proceedings by sending word 
that he was engaged in consulting the heavens 
to determine whether the assembly could be 
legally held ; and that, till his divinations were 
concluded, no business was to be done, But 
Caesar set his message at naught, and pro- 
ceeded as if all formalities had been regularly 
observed. Finding that arms and auguries 
were equally powerless, Bibulus shut himself 
up in his house for the remainder of his term 
of office, and contented himself with protesting 
from time to time against the acts of his col- 
league, After this victory, Caesar called upon 
Pompey and Crassus before the whole assem- 
bly to express their opinions with respect to 
the bill. Pompey warmly approved it, and de- 
clared that if others drew swords to oppose it 
he would cover it with his shield. Crassus 
spoke in a similar strain. After this pnblic 
manifestation of the union of the triumvirs all 
opposition ceased. The bill became law, and 
Caesar forced every senator to swear obedience 
to its provisions. Cato and some others made 
a struggle, but finally complied. Cicero looked 
on in blank perplexity. 

Caesar immediately followed up his success- 
ful movement by procuring from the people a 
full acknowledgment of Pompey's acts in the 
East. Here again the senate saw what they 
had captiously refused employed as a means of 
cementing the union of the triumvirs against 
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them. It was also a great annoyance that the 
department of foreign affairs, which they re- 
garded as absolutely their own, should thus 
unceremoniously be invaded by the assembly 
of the people. 

The next step taken by the dexterous consul 
was to establish his credit with another class 
in the community, the Equites, who also (it 
may be observed) were especially favored both 
by Pompey and Cicero. The orator, during 
his consulship, had prided himself on effecting 
a union between the senatorial and equestrian 
orders. The tax-collectors (it seems) had made 
a high offer for the taxes of Asia at the last 
auction, and they prayed to be let off their con- 
tract. Cicero undertook their cause, and at tha 
time when he relinquished .office had good 
hopes of success. But Cato, always jealous of 
indulgent measures, opposed it with his utmost 
force, and the Equites were held strictly to their 
bargain. At Caesar's suggestion, a law was 
passed remitting a third part of what they had 
agreed to give. The refusal of the senate ap- 
pears to have been somewhat harsh ; and the 
favor which they might have achieved with 
little loss was transferred to their most danger- 
ous enemy. 

Other popular laws, mostly beneficial in their 
tendency, were passed at the instance of Caesar, 
among which may be noted one which at an 
earlier stage might have done much toward es- 
tablishing the authority of the senate, by forc- 
ing it into harmony with public opinion. By 
the law in question it was provided that the 
acts and proceedings of the senate should be 
regularly published. 

Before he quitted office, Caesar determined 
to provide for his future power. The senate 
had assigned him the insignificant province of 
managing the forests and public pastures of 
Italy. But the tribune Vatinius, his creature, 
proposed a law by which the selection of con- 
sular provinces by the senate was suspended, 
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and a special provision made for Caesar. By 
this law he was invested, as proconsul, with the 
government of Cisalpine Gaul and Illyricum, 
and the command of two legions ; and this gov- 
ernment was conferred upon him for the extra- 
ordinary term of five years. No doubt his pur- 
pose in obtaining this province was to remain 
as near Rome as possible, and by means of the 
troops necessarily under his command to as- 
sume a commanding position with regard to 
Roman politics. Circumstances unexpectedly 
enlarged his sphere of action, and enabled him 
to add to his political successes that which his 
brief career in Spain hardly justified — the char- 
acter of a skilful and triumphant general. For 
some time past there had been threatening 
movements in Transalpine Gaul. The Allo- 
brogians, who had been treated with little con- 
sideration after the services rendered by their 
envoys in the Catilinarian conspiracy, had en- 
deavored to redress their grievances by arms, 
and had been subdued by Pontinus, one of -the 
praetors employed by Cicero in the arrest at 
the Mulvian Bridge. The -^Eduans (who in- 
habited modern Burgundy), though in alliance 
with Rome, were suspected of having favored 
this revolt. On the banks of the Rhine the 
Suevi, a powerful German tribe, were threat- 
ening inroads which revived the memory of the 
Cimbric and Teutonic times 5 and the Helve- 
tian mountaineers were moving uneasily within 
their narrow borders. An able and active 
commander was required to meet these various 
dangers ; and the senate perhaps thought that 
by removing Caesar to a distant, perilous, and 
uncertain war, they might expose him to the 
risk of failure, or at least that absence might 
diminish the prestige of his name. At any rate, 
it was the senate which added the province of 
Transalpine Gaul, with an additional legion, to 
the provinces already conferred upon him by 
popular vote. Pompey and Crassus warmly 
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supported the decree — a fact which might have 
caused the senate to repent of their liberality. 

Pompey, we have said, had divorced his wife 
Caecilia on his return from Asia ; and Caesar 
took advantage of this circumstance to cement 
his political union with Pompey by offering to 
him the hand of Julia, his young and beautiful 
daughter. Pompey accepted the offer, and had 
no reason to repent it as a husband, whatever 
may be thought of its effect on his public ca- 
reer. The letters of Cicero to Atticus, written 
during this period, reveal in a very lively man- 
ner the perplexity of the orator. He still hoped 
against hope in Pompey, but in private he does 
not dissemble his misgivings. At length affairs 
took place which effectually opened his eyes. 
Early in the day he tries to put a good face 
upon the matter : he represents his union with 
Pompey as being so close that the young men 
nicknamed the great general Cnoeus Cicero ; he 
professes his unshaken confidence in his illus- 
trious friend ; he even hopes that they may be 
able to reform Caesar. His confidence is much 
shaken by Pompey's approbation of Caesar's 
agrarian law ; and he begins to fear that the 
great Eastern conqueror — Sampsiceranus, Alla- 
barches, the Jerusalemite (such are the names 
which he uses to indicate the haughty reserve 
of Pompey) — is aiming at a tyranny ; then again 
he relents, affects to believe that young Cerio, 
an ardent supporter of the senate, is more pop- 
ular than Caesar, and regrets Pompey's isola- 
tion. Still he believes in his unaltered attach- 
ment, and continues to hope that he will ulti- 
mately declare himself for the senate, till at 
length he is roused from his waking dream by 
the marriage of the great man with Julia, and 
by the approach of personal danger to him- 
self. 

During Caesar's praetorship, he had lent the 
house which belonged to him as chief pontiff 
for the celebration of the mysteries of the Bona 
Dea — rites at which it was not lawful for any 
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but women to be present. Young App. Clodius 
either had or aspired to have an intrigue with 
Pompeia, Caesar's third wife, and contrived to 
enter the forbidden precincts disguised as a 
singing girl. He was discovered by his voice ; 
and the matter was considered important 
enough to be investigated by the senate. But 
nothing was done till the next year, when Clo- 
dius was quaestor. He was then brought to 
trial, an pleaded an alibi. Caesar and Cicero 
were summoned as witnesses against him. Cae- 
sar had divorced his wife in consequence of 
the affair, but professed ignorance of all that 
had passed. "Why,. then," it was asked, "have 
you put away your wife ? " — a question to which 
he gave the famous reply, " Caesar's wife must 
be above suspicion." Cicero, on the other 
hand, who justly detested the profligate char- 
acter of Clodius, declared that he had seen and 
spoken with Clodius on that very day at Rome. 
He thus overthrew his plea of an alibi, and fol- 
lowed up his evidence by several pointed 
speeches in the senate. There was no doubt 
of the guilt of Clodius. But the matter was 
treated as a trial of political strength ; by cor- 
ruption and other arts, ho was acquitted ; and, 
before Caesar's consulship, he had conceived 
the desire of satisfying his vengeance upon 
Cicero and the senate by becoming tribune of 
the plebs. But his patrician pedigree — the 
sole relic of the old distinction between the 
orders — forbade his election to this office. Cae- 
sar, in the first instance, attempted to gain the 
support of Cicero, as he had gained the sup- 
port of Pompey, by promises. But though the 
orator received these advances with some 
pleasure, it was more in the hope of converting 
the popular statesman to his own opinion than 
with any thought of being converted. But Cae- 
sar was not the man to be led by Cicero. He 
soon saw that he should not prevail by fair 
means, and therefore endeavored to alarm the 
orator by threatening to introduce a law for 
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making Clodius a plebeian. But Cicero relied 
on Pompey, and felt no alarm for himself. After 
the marriage of Pompey with Julia, he still 
stood aloof, and presently provoked Caesar to 
fulfill his threats. C. Antonius, Cicero's col- 
league in the consulship, had lately returned 
from his Macedonian government. He had 
been guilty of more than the usual measure of 
extortion and oppression, and Clodius sought 
popularity by impeaching him. Cicero appeared 
as his advocate, and took occasion to contrast 
his own forgotten services in the Catilinarian 
conspiracy with the present condition of public 
affair. An immediate report of this speech 
was conveyed to Caesar. It was delivered at 
noon, and the same afternoon Caesar gave his 
consent to the proposed law for removing Clo- 
dius from his patrician rank. Presently after, 
the reckless young noble was elected tribune 
for the ensuing year — that is, for 58 b.c. Ci- 
cero was justly thrown into consternation. 

The consular elections were equally dis? 
heartening. Caesar had just espoused Cal- 
purnia, the daughter of L. Piso, who also had 
been lately accused by the busy Clodius. This 
Piso was now chosen consul, at Caesar's recom- 
mendation together with Au. Gabinius, who, as 
tribune, had moved the law for conferring the 
extraordinary command of the Mediterranean 
upon Pompey. It was evident that these con- 
suls, one the father-in-law of Caesar, the other 
a mere creature of Pompey, would serve as 
the tools of the triumviral cabal. 

In December Clodius entered upon office as 
tribune. Caesar did not set out for his prov- 
ince before the end of March in the next year 
(58 b.c). During these three months, he was 
actively employed in removing from Rome 
the persons most likely to thwart his policy. 
Close to the gates lay the legions which he 
had levied for service in Gaul ; so that, if need 
were, military force was at hand to support 
Clodius in the forum. 
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Immediately after entering upon office, the 
tribune began his assaults upon the senate, 
and Cicero was one of the first objects of his 
attack. Caesar was determined at all risks to 
remove the orator from Rome ; but he was 
willing to have spared him the rude treatment 
which he was certain to experience from 
Clodius. He had therefore offered him 
first one of the commissionerships for exe- 
cuting the agrarian law, and then a lieu- 
tenancy under himself in Gaul. But Cicero 
declined both offers, and Caesar left him 
to the mercies of the vindictive tribune. 
Clodius at once gave notice of a bill enacting 
that any magistrate who had put Roman citi- 
zens to death without a regular trial should be 
banished from the* soil of Italy, thus embody- 
ing in a direct law the principle which Caesar 
had sought to establish by the indictment 
of Rabirius. At first Cicero trusted to Pom- 
pey and his own imaginary popularity. But 
the haste with which Cicero had acted was 
condemned by Metellus Nepos, the agent of 
Pompey, even before the league with Caesar ; 
and many who had applauded Cicero at the 
time now took part with Clodius. Find- 
ing also that the reckless tribune was sup- 
ported by Caesar and his legions in the back- 
ground, the frightened orator put on mourning, 
and canvassed for acquittal. The greater part 
of the senators and knights, if we may be- 
lieve Cicero, followed his example, but Clodius 
persevered, and the consuls ordered the mourn- 
ers to resume their usual apparel. Notwith- 
standing this significant hint, he applied to 
these very magistrates for protection. Ga- 
binius, the friend of Pompey, rudely repulsed 
his advances ; Piso, the father-in-law of Caesar, 
gave him fair words, but no real hope. As a 
last chance, he appeared to Pompey himself, 
who maintained the cold reserve which he had 
affected ever since his return, and told him, 
with what in truth was bitter mockery, to seek 
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assistance from the consuls. In this des 
perate case he held counsel with his friends 
The senators felt that Cicero's cause had 
become their own, and repented of the cold- 
ness which they had shown to their most dis- 
tinguished partisan, since the time that he had 
served them well in the matter of Catilire's 
plot. Lucullus shook off his luxurious in- 
dolence for a moment, and advised an appeal 
to arms. But after full deliberation, even 
Cato recommended the orator to leave Italy 
before the law passed, and wait for better 
times. He complied with a heavy heart — for 
Rome, the forum, and the senate-house, were 
all the world to him — and left the capital 
before Caesar's departure for his province. 
No sooner was his back turned, than Sex. 
Clodius, a client of the audacious tribune, 
brought in a second bill by which Cicero was 
expressly attacked by name. He was for- 
bidden to approach within four hundred miles 
of Rome ; all who harbored him within those 
limits were subjected to heavy penalties; all 
his property was confiscated. His favorite 
house on the Palatine, with his villas at Tus- 
culum and at Formiae, were to be destroyed. 
The great orator lingered on the southern 
shores of his beloved Italy, at Vibo, at Thurii, 
at Tarentum, at Brundusium, in hopes that bis 
friends might even yet baffle the designs of 
Clodius. But his hopes faded and vanished. 
In his letters he pours forth unmanly lamen- 
tations ; accuses all — Cato, Hortensius, even 
his friend Atticus ; refuses to see his brother 
Quintus ; and seriously debates the question 
of suicide. Atticus began to be alarmed for 
his friend's sanity. At length he crossed the 
sea, and sought refuge at Thessalonica, in 
Macedonia ; for the province of Greece, in 
which he would fain have fixed his place of 
exile, was ruled by a magistrate of the adverse 
party. 
The next person to be disposed of was Cato. 
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this remarkable man has already come before 
us on one or two occasions which serve to in- 
dicate his character. He was great-grandson 
of the old censor, and resembled him in many 
points, though he wanted much of the politic 
shrewdness of his ancestor. He was five years 
younger than Caesar, and at present therefore 
not more than thirty-seven years of age. In 
65 b.c. he had served as quaestor, and had then 
entered the senate. He was tribune three 
years later in company with Clodius. From 
the time when his speech determined the fate 
of Catiline, his unflinching and resolute char- 
acter had made him, notwithstanding his youth, 
one of the leaders of the senatorial oligarchy ; 
and after the death of Catulus he took far the 
most determined part in opposing the popular 
party. But the Stoic philosophy which he pro- 
fessed almost unfitted him for the political life 
of that dissolute and unscrupulous age. He 
applied the rules of Zeno's inflexible logic with 
the same unflinching rigor to politics as to 
mathematics, without regard to times or per- 
sons or places, and treated questions of mere 
expedience as if they were matters of moral 
right and wrong. Cicero often complains of 
his impracticable and pedantic stiffness, and 
represents him as applying the principles of 
an Utopian philosophy to a state in the last 
condition of corruption. At times, however, 
party spirit overcame even Cato's scruples, and 
to gain a victory he forgot his philosophy. But 
no definite accusation, could be brought against 
him as against Cicero ; and therefore, to re- 
move him from Rome; he was charged with a 
business of apparent honor. Ptolemy, brother 
of the King of Egypt, was Prince of Cyprus : 
and when Clodius was in the hands of the 
pirates this prince contributed the paltry sum 
of two talents toward his ransom. The tribune, 
who never forgot or forgave, brought in a law 
by which Cyprus was annexed to the Roman 
Empire ; and Cato, though he held no curule 
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office, was invested with praetorial rank for the 
execution of this iniquitous business. Cato 
pretended not that he was ignorant of the real 
purpose of this mission. But he declared him- 
self ready to obey the law, left Rome soon 
after Cicero's departure, and remained absent 
for about two years. When, therefore, Caesar 
left Rome in the spring of the year 58 B.C. to 
assume the government of Gaul, the senate 
was left in a state of paralysis from the want 
of able and resolute leaders. 

After Caesar's departure, Clodius pursued 
his democratic measures without let or hin- 
drance. He abolished the law of the comitial 
auspices, by which Bibulus had attempted to 
thwart Caesar in the former year. He distrib- 
uted the freedmen and city rabble throughout 
all the tribes. He restored the trade-unions 
and companies, which had been abolished by 
the senate nine years before. He deprived the 
censors of the power of removing senators or 
degrading citizens, unless each person so dis- 
honored had previously been found guilty by a 
verdict of the law courts, and unless both cen- 
sors concurred in every sentence. He gave 
such an extension to the unwise corn laws of 
C. Gracchus and Saturninus, that grain, instead 
of being sold at a low rate, was distributed 
without price to all citizens of Rome. Some of 
these laws were probably based upon sugges- 
tions of Caesar's. But even those of which he 
may have approved generally were passed in a 
form and in a manner of. which he could not 
approve ; and of some he is known utterly to 
have disapproved. But for the time Clodius 
and his gang were masters of Rome. Caesar 
was in Gaul. Neither Pompey nor Crassus 
stirred hand nor foot to interfere. 
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CHAPTER III. 

CjESAR IN GAUL — BREACH BETWEEN POMPEY 
AND CiESAR. (58-5 O B.C.) 

It was but a few days after Cicero had left 
Rome that Caesar received news from Gaul 
which compelled him to precipitate departure. 
The Helvetians in great numbers were advanc- 
ing upon Geneva, with the purpose of crossing 
the Rhone near that town, the extreme out- 
post of the province of Transalpine Gaul, and 
forcing their way through that province to seek 
new settlements in the West. In eight days, 
the active proconsul travelled from the gates 
of Rome to Geneva. Arrived there, he lined 
the river with fortifications such as compelled 
the Helvetians to pass into Gaul by a longer 
and more difficult route over the Jura ; he then 
followed them across the Arar (Saone), and 
after a murderous battle near Bibracte' (Autun 
in Burgundy), compelled the remnant to return 
to their own country. 

Immediately after clearing the frontiers of 
the province of these invaders, he accepted 
the invitation of the ^Eduans and other Gauls 
dwelling westward of the Saone to expel from 
their borders a formidable German tribe, which 
had passed the Rhine and were threatening to 
overrun all Northern Gaul. These Suevi, who 
have left their name and a remnant of their 
race in modern Suabia, were led by a great 
chief named Ariovistus. Ariovistus at first 
proposed to divide Gaul with the Romans ; but 
Caesar promptly rejected all such overtures, 
and war followed. So alarmed were the Ro- 
man legionaries at the prospect of a contest 
with the Germans, huge in frame and multitu- 
dinous in number, that it required all Caesar's 
adroitness to restore their confidence. " If," 
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he said, " all deserted him, he would himself 
brave every hazard, and face the foe with the 
tenth legion alone." This had the desired 
effect. A desperate battle was fought about 
five miles from the Rhine, somewhere north of 
Bale, in which the Germans were utterly de- 
feated ; and Ariovistus himself only escaped 
in a boat across the great river which was long 
destined to remain as the boundary between 
the Celtic and Teutonic races. 

Thus in one campaign, not only the Roman 
province, but all Gaul, was delivered from the 
presence of those German invaders whose con- 
geners in the time of Marius had overrun the 
whole country, and whose descendants at a 
later period gave to the conquered land its 
new name of France. 

Caesar's troops wintered in the heart of the 
country which he had just set free from the 
Suevian invaders. This position at once 
roused the jealousy of the Belgic tribes to the 
north of the Seine, and a powerful confederacy 
was formed to bar any designs which might 
be entertained by Caesar for extending the 
dominion of Rome beyond its present limits. 
Caesar, informed of their proceedings, did not 
wait to be attacked. He raised two new 
legions without expecting the authority of the 
senate, and early in the next year (57 B.C.) en- 
tered the Belgic territory, which was then 
bounded southward by the Seine and Marne. 
Here he occupied a strong position on the 
Aisne, and baffled all the efforts of the confed- 
erates to dislodge him or draw him out to 
battle. Wearied out, they dispersed, each to 
their own homes ; and Caesar advanced rapidly 
into the country of the Nervians, the most 
formidable people of the Belgic League, who 
then occupied the district between the Sambre 
and the Scheld. As he was forming his camp 
upon the right bank of the first-named river, 
he was surprised by the watchful enemy, and 
his whole army was nearly cut off. He retrieved 
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tKe disaster only at the most imminent peril 
to himself, and had to do the duty both of a 
common soldier and a general. But when the 
first confusion was over, the Roman discipline 
prevailed : and the brave barbarians were re- 
pulsed with prodigious slaughter. After this 
desperate battle, he received the submission of 
the whole country south of the Lower Rhine. 

In the following year (56 b.c), he built a 
fleet, and quickly reduced the amphibious 
people of Bretagne, who had defied his power 
and insulted his officers. He then attempted 
but without success, to occupy a post at or 
near Martigny, in the Valais, for the purpose 
of commanding the Pass of the Pennine Alp 
(Great St. Bernard), received the submission 
of the Aquitanians in the extreme south 
through his young lieutenant P. Crassus, son 
of the triumvir, and himself chastised the wild 
tribes who occupied the coast-lands which now 
form Picardy, Artois, and French Flanders- — 
the Menapii and the Morini, " remotes of man- 
kind." Thus in three marvellous campaigns, 
he seemed to have conquered the whole of 
Gaul, from the Rhine and Mount Jura to the 
Western Ocean. The brilliancy and rapidity 
of his successes silenced all questionings at 
Rome. No attempt was made to call him to 
account for levying armies beyond what had 
been allotted to him by law. Thanksgivings 
of fifteen days — an unprecedented length of 
time — were decreed by the senate. 

The winter months of each year were passed 
by the proconsul on the Italian side of the 
Alps. After travelling through his Cisalpine 
province to hold assizes, inspect public works, 
raise money for his wars, and recruit his troops 
he fixed his headquarters at Luca (Lucca) — a 
town on the very frontier of Roman Italy, with- 
in two hundred miles of Rome itself. Here he 
could hold easy communication with his parti- 
sans at home. Luca during his residence was 
more like a regal court than the quarters of a 
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Roman proconsul. At one time two hundred 
senators were counted among his visitors ; one 
hundred and twenty lictors indicated the pres- 
ence of the numerous magistrates who attended 
his levees. This was in the spring of 56 B.C., 
when both Pompey and Crassus came to hold 
conference with him. To explain the object 
of this visit, we must know what had been 
passing at Rome since his departure two years 
before. 

It has been mentioned that Clodius, sup- 
ported by the consuls Piso and Gabinius, re- 
mained absolute at Rome during the year 58 
B.C. But the insolence and audacity of the 
patrician tribune after the departure of Caesar 
at length gave offence to Pompey. Clodius 
had obtained possession of the person of a son 
of Tigranes, whom the great conqueror had 
brought with him from the East ; and in order 
to raise money for some of his political projects 
the tribune accepted a large ransom for the 
young prince. The praetor L. Flavius, a creat- 
ure of Pompey's, endeavored to arrest the 
liberated prisoner ; but Clodius interfered at 
the head of an armed force, and in the struggle 
which ensued several of Pompey's adherents 
were slain. The great man was irrevocably 
offended, and determined to punish the tribune 
by promoting the recall of Cicero, his chief 
enemy. Ever since the departure of the orator 
his friends had been using all exertions to com- 
pass this end. His brother Quintus, who had 
lately returned from a three years' government 
in Asia, and was about to join Caesar as one of 
his legates, his friend Atticus, who on this oc- 
casion forsook his usual epicurean ease, his old 
but generous rival Hortensius — all joined with 
his wife Terentia, a woman of masculine spirit, 
to watch every opportunity for promoting his 
interests. The province of Macedonia had 
been assigned by a law of Clodius to Piso ; and 
Cicero, partly through fear ot the new procon- 
sul, partly through desire of approaching Italy, 
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ventured before the end of the year to Dyrrha- 
chium, though it was within the prescribed foui 
hundred miles. But Pompey's quarrel with 
Clodius had already been announced by the 
election to the consulate of P. Lentulus Spin- 
ther, a known friend of Cicero, and Q. Metel- 
lus Nepos, a creature of Pompey. 

An attempt had been already made in the 
senate to cancel the law by which Cicero had 
been banished, on the ground of its having 
been carried without regard to constitutional 
forms. But this attempt was stopped at once 
by tribunician veto, and the impatient orator 
was obliged to wait for the new year. The new 
consuls, on entering office (58 B.C.), immedi- 
ately moved for the orator's recall ; and it was 
proposed by L. Cotta that the law by which he 
was banished, being informal, should be set 
aside by the authority of the senate. But Pom- 
pey, both for the sake of peace, and also that Ci- 
cero might be restored with all honor and publi- 
city, urged that a law should be brought in for 
the purpose. It was not, however, easy to carry 
such a law. Clodius, though no longer tribune, 
had adherents in the new college, who reso- 
lutely interposed their veto. The motion was 
dropped for the moment, but was presently re- 
newed ; and Clodius entered the forum at the 
head of a large retinue fully armed and pre- 
pared for any violence. A regular battle fol- 
lowed, which left Clodius master of the field. 
For some days Rome was at his mercy. With 
his own hand he fired the Temple of the 
Nymphs and destroyed the censorial registers. 
He attacked his enemies' houses, and many 
persons were slain in these riotous assaults. 
No public attempt was made to stop him. The 
consuls were powerless. Of Pompey and Cras- 
sus we hear not. But a young nobleman, named 
T. Annius Milo, bold and reckless as Clodius 
himself, raised a body of gladiators at his own 
charge, and succeeded in checking the lawless 
violence of the tribune by the use of violence 
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no less lawless. The bill for Cicero's recall 
was now for the third time brought forward ; 
and after long delays, caused by fresh interfer- 
ence of the Clodian tribunes, it was passed in 
the month of August. 

Meantime the impatient orator had been 
writing letters from Thessalonica and Dyrrha- 
chium, in which he continued to accuse his 
friends of coldness and in incerity. But when : 
the law was passed, all the clouds vanished. 
Early in September, about a year and four 
months after his departure, he approached the 
city, and crowds attended him along the whole 
length of the Appian Way. From the Porta 
Capena to the Capitol, all the steps of the tem- 
ples and every place of vantage were thronged 
by multitudes, who testified their satisfaction 
by loud applause. For the moment, the popu- 
larity which had followed his consulship re- 
turned, and in honest pride he ascended to the 
Capitoline Temple to return thanks to the gods 
for turning the hearts of the people. 

At this time there was a great scarcity of 
corn at Rome. This might in part be occa- 
sioned by the disturbed state of Egypt, one of 
the chief granaries of Italy. The king, Ptolemy 
Auletes, had lately been expelled by his sub- 
jects, and was now at Rome seeking aid from 
the senate to procure restoration to his throne. 
Whatever was the cause, the people, accus- 
tomed to be fed by the state, murmured loudly. 
Prices had fallen after the return of Cicero, 
and his friends attributed this cheapness to the 
orator's recall. But before his return to Rome, 
they had again risen ; and Clodius hastened 
to attribute this untoward change to the same 
cause. On the day after his triumphant entry, 
therefore, the orator appeared in the senate, 
and after returning thanks for his recall, he 
moved that an extraordinary commission should 
be issued to Pompey, by which he was to be 
intrusted with a complete control over the corn- 
market of the empire. The consuls eagerly 
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closed with the proposal, and added that the 
commission should run for five years, with the 
command of money, troops, fleets, and all 
things necessary for the absolute' authority. 
The senate dared not oppose the hungry mob ; 
and the bill passed, though Pompey was obliged 
to relinquish the clauses which invested him 
with military power. He proved unable to in- 
fluence prices, or, in other words, to force na- 
ture, and the coveted appointment resulted in 
unpopularity. 

At the same time, handsome sums were 
voted to Cicero to enable him to rebuild his 
ruined houses, and to compensate him for the 
destruction of his property. Encouraged both 
by the favor of the senate and by his present 
popularity in the forum, he proceeded to insti- 
tute a prosecution against Clodius for assum- 
ing the tribunate illegally, and for seditious 
conduct during his office. The reckless dema- 
gogue prepared to resist by means of his armed 
mob. But he received support from an unex- 
pected quarter. Cato had returned from exe- 
cuting the hateful commission given him by 
Clodius. The helpless Prince of Cyprus, de- 
spairing of resistance, though Cato was unat- 
tended by an armed force, put an end to his 
own life ; and the Roman, with rigorous punct- 
uality, proceeded to sell all the royal property 
and reduce the island to the condition of a Ro- 
man province. On his return, he paid large 
sums into the treasury, insisted on his accounts 
being examined with minute scrutiny, and took 
pride in having executed his commission, with- 
out regard either to the justice of its origin, or 
to mercy in its execution. But this commission 
would become illegal were the tribunate of Clo* 
dius declared illegal. Cato, therefore, with the 
usual perversity of his logic, came forward as a 
warm defender of Clodius and the acts of his 
tribunate. 

While the question was pending, fresh pas- 
sions were excited by the application of 
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Ptolemy Auletes. The king had consulted 
Cato during his sojourn in the East, though 
the Roman was at that time engaged in run- 
ning the king's brother.; and Cato had vainly 
advised him to procure restoration by any 
means rather than by application to Rome, 
whose assistance was only to be bought by 
ruin. But Ptolemy neglected the well-meant 
advice ; and when he appeared at Rome to 
demand succor, every senator of influence 
claimed the lucrative task of giving back her 
king to Egypt. Pompey sought it ; Crassus 
sought it ; and the latter person now appears 
for the first time as the mover of a popular 
force, independent of his brother triumvirs. 
But the senate was too jealous of the tri- 
umvirs to increase their power — and all the 
great expectants of the Egyptian commission 
were disappointed. It was conferred, as if in 
the regular course of things, upon the late 
consul Lentulus Spinther, who had obtained 
the province of Cilicia; but the tribune C. 
Cato produced an oracle from the Sibylline 
Books which forbade the use of any army. 
Lentulus, therefore, obtained a commission 
without the power of executing it, and the 
question in reality was left open for future 
aspirants. 

In the heat of this contest, Clodius had been 
elected aedile, and thus for the nonce escaped 
the impeachment which was menacing. The 
armed conflicts between him and Milo con- 
tinued ; and the consular election for the year 
55 b. c. threatened to become the opportunity 
of serious bloodshed. The consuls of the 
current year (57 b. a), Cn. Lentulus Marcel- 
linus and L. Philippus, were decidedly in the 
interest of the senate ; and they supported 
with their whole influence L. Domitius Aheno- 
barbus, brother-in-law of Cato and a deter- 
mined antagonist of the triumviral cabal. This 
man threatened that his first act should be to 
recall Caesar from his province. Pompey also 
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and Crassus met with little favor from him. 
And thus common danger again united the 
three men who had lately been diverging. It 
was to concert measures for thwarting the 
reviving energy of the senate, that the ominous 
meeting at Luca was proposed and took effect. 
What passed between the three is only known 
from the results. 

Pompey and Crassus returned to Rome from 
their interview at Luca fully pledged (as is 
evident from what followed) . to prevent the 
election of Domitius and the recall of Caesar. 
To fulfil both these conditions, they came for- 
ward themselves as joint candidates for a second 
consulship. The senate, however, had gather- 
ed courage of late. Milo held Clodius in check, 
and the consuls hindered the election of the 
powerful confederates by refusing to hold the 
comitia. The powers of government were in 
abeyance. The calends of January came, and 
there were no magistrates to assume the govern- 
ment. The young Crassus had just arrived in 
the neighborhood of Rome with a strong body 
of the Gallie veterans from Caesar's army, 
Under the fear of violence, the senatorial 
chiefs drew back, and allowed Pompey and 
Crassus to assume the consulship, as Marius 
and Cinna had assumed it, without any regular 
form of election. They immediately held 
comitia for the election of the other curule 
magistracies. Cato offered himself for the 
praetorship, but was defeated by Vatinius, a 
person chiefly known as a mercenary instru- 
ment of Caesar's policy. 

Soon after, further fruits of the conference of 
Luca appeared. The tribune, C. Trebonius, 
moved in the Assembly of Tribes that the con- 
suls should receive special provinces for the 
space of five years — Syria being allotted to 
Crassus, Spain to Pompey. Whether the con-* 
suls intended to bring forward a supplementary 
law to extend Caesar's command, or whether 
the purposed to break faith with their absent 
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confederate, cannot be known. But the Cse* 
sarian party at Rome exclaimed so loudly 
against the omission of their leader's name, 
that Pompey himself added a clause to the 
Trebonian law, by which Caesar's government 
of the Gauls and Illyria was extended for an 
additional five years, to date from the expira* 
tion of tha first term.* During the first daj 
Cato obstructed the law by his old device ol 
speaking against time. But when a second 
day seemed likely to be wasted in like manner, 
Trebonius committed him to prison. Two 
tribunes who threatened to interpose their veto 
were prevented from attending the assembly 
by the use of positive force. 

Pompey endeavored to outdo even Caesar in 
bidding for the favor of the people by magni- 
ficent spectacles. In his name, his freedman 
Demetrius erected the first theatre of stone 
which Rome had yet seen, and exhibited com- 
bats of wild beasts on a scale never before 
witnessed. Then for the first time a combat 
between elephants was witnessed in the arena. 

Cicero after his return from exile had for a 
time eagerly engaged in professional pursuits. 
To pass over the speeches which he delivered 
with respect to himself and the restoration of 
his property in the year 57 b. c. we find him de- 
fending, among others, P. Sestlus, M. Caelius, 
and L. Balbus, and the speeches he delivered 
as their advocate are full of interesting allu- 
sions to the state of political affairs. In the 
senate also he had taken an active part in the 
debates. Before the conference of Luca the 
triumviral cabal seemed shaken, and Pompey 
seemed to be roused from his apathy by the 
insolence of Clodius. At that juncture the 
orator ventured to move in the senate the re- 
peal of Caesar's law for dividing the Campanian 

* Veil. Pat. ii. 46. By the Vatinian law, Caesar's com- 
mand extended from the beginning of 58 to the end of 
54 B. c. ; by the Trebonian, from the Deginning of 53 
to the end of 49. 
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lands, and his motion was warmly received by 
the leading senators. But after the confer- 
ence a message was conveyed to him through 
Crassus which convinced him at once of the 
renewed union of the triumvirs, and of the 
danger which might again overtake him. He 
was, moreover, becoming disgusted with the 
sensatorial chiefs. Lucullus, after spending 
his latter days in profuse and ostentatious 
luxury, was sinking into a state of senile apathy. 
Hortensius, always more of an advocate than 
a statesman, was devoted to his fish-ponds and 
his plantations. With Cato the gentler nature 
of Cicero never acted harmoniously. The per- 
sons who were now rising to be chiefs of the 
senate, such as Domitius Ahenobarbus, Milo, 
and others, were as little loath to use lawless 
force as Clodius. It had been best for Cicero 
if he had taken the advice of his friend Atticus 
and retired altogether from public life, at a 
time when there seemed no place left for him 
on the field of politics. But he could not 
bring himself to give up those active and stir- 
ring pursuits which he had followed from youth 
upward. He could not bear to abandon the 
senate-house and forum ; he would not join the 
violent members of the senatorial party ; he 
dared not oppose the triumvirs. It was impos- 
sible to satisfy these conflicting fears and 
wishes without quitting the ranks of the sena- 
torial oligarchy and joining the supporters of 
the triumviral cabal. The first step Cicero 
took with little regret ; the second no doubt 
gave him much pain. Nevertheless he took 
it. Soon after the conference of Luca a 
change appeared in his politics. He spoke in 
favor of the prolongation of Caesar's command, 
and pronounced a labored panegyric on Cras- 
sus, whom he had always disliked. To Caesar 
he had been reconciled by his brother Quintus, 
who was a warm admirer of the great procon- 
sul. The gallant son of Crassus, who had re- 
turned flushed with triumph from the Gallic 
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wars was a devoted follower of Cicero; and 
perhaps personal feeling for the son supplied 
feelings and words which the father could not 
have claimed. It may well be supposed that 
Cicero was disgusted with the ferocity of Milo 
and the new senatorial chiefs. It is even pos- 
sible that he really believed the best hope of 
moderate and regular government was from 
the triumvirs. At all events his letters written 
at this time show that he labored to convince 
his friends and perhaps himself that such was 
his belief. 

In some points, however, it cannot be denied 
that Cicero carried his compliance beyond the 
limits even of political morality. Since the 
first extraordinary appointment of Pompey to 
command in the Mediterranean, it had become 
common to confer provinces and commands, 
not according to the provisions of the Sem- 
pronian law, but by special votes of the people. 
In this way the profligate Piso, Caesar's father- 
in-law, had received the government of Mace- 
donia, and Gabinius, Pompey's creature, that 
of Syria. These men had used their power in 
a manner now too common ; Cicero had in- 
veighed against them in his most vehement 
manner soon after his return, and the effect of 
his speech was such that Piso was recalled. 
Gabinius, meantime, had taken a daring step. 
Lentulus Spinther, proconsul of Cilicia, was 
(as has been said) unable to execute his com- 
mission of restoring Ptolemy Auletes. The 
king, therefore, applied to Gabinius, and by 
offer of enormous sums prevailed upon him to 
march to Alexandria without waiting for a com- 
mission. Gabinius, by the aid of an armed 
force, had no difficulty in reinstating Ptolemy. 
This was during the consulship of Pompey and 
Crassus. Being superseded by Crassus in his 
Syrian government, Gabinius returned to 
Rome. He found the people infuriated 
against him for daring to lead an army into 
Egypt in despite of the Sibylline oracles, and 
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he was impeached. By the influence of Pom- 
pey, doubtless he was acquitted. But he was 
again indicted for extortion in his province, 
and Cicero, at the solicitation of Pompey came 
forward to defend him. But this time he was 
condemned, no doubt most justly, and sought 
safety in exile. 

The triumviral cabal now hastened to disso- 
lution. In the year 54 B.C., Julia, daughter of 
Caesar and wife of Pompey, died in childbed. 
Though Pompey was old enough to be her 
father, she had been to him a loving and faith- 
ful wife. He on his part was so devoted to 
his young and beautiful consort, that ancient 
authors attribute much of his apathy in public 
matters to the happiness which he found in 
domestic life. This faithful attachment to 
Julia is the most amiable point in a character 
otherwise cold and unattractive. So much 
was Julia beloved by all, that the people voted 
her the extraordinary honor of a public funeral 
in the Campus Martius. Her death set Pom- 
pey free at once from ties which might long 
have bound him to Caesar, and almost impelled 
him to drown the sense of his loss in the busy 
whirl of public life. 

Meanwhile Crassus had left Rome for the 
East, and thus destroyed another link in the 
chain that had hitherto maintained political 
union among the triumvirs. Early in the year 
after his consulshipt (54 B.C.) he succeeded 
Gabinius in the government of Syria. His 
chief object in seeking this province was to 
carry the Roman arms beyond the Euphrates, 
and by the conquest of the Parthians to win 
fresh additions to his enormous fortune, while 
a great military triumph might serve to balance 
che conquests of Pompey in the same regions, 
and of Caesar in Gaul. Toward the close of 
the year 53 B.C., about twelve months after the 
death of Julia, Rome was horror-struck by 
hearing that the wealthy proconsul and his gal- 
lant son had been cut off by the enemy, and 
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that the greater part of his army had been de- 
stroyed. 

The Parthians, a people originally found in 
the mountainous district to the south-west of 
the Caspian Sea, had, on the death of Alexan- 
der, fallen under the nominal sway of Seleucus 
and his successors on the Graeco-Syrian throne. 
As that dynasty fell into decay, the Parthians 
continually waxed bolder ; until at the time of 
the great Mithridatic war we find their king 
Pharnaces claiming to be called king of kings, 
and exercising despotic power over the whole 
of Persia and the adjacent countries to the 
Euphrates westward. Their capital was fixed 
at the Greek city of Seleuceia on the Tigris ; 
and here the king maintained a court in which 
the barbaric splendor of the East was strangely 
mingled with the frugal refinements introduced 
by the Greek settlers and adventurers, who 
abounded in all quarters. They possessed a 
numerous cavalry, clad in light armor, used to 
scour the broad plains of the countries they 
overran, trained to dispersed like a cloud be- 
fore regular troops, but to fire on the advanc- 
ing enemy as they fled. Orodes, their present 
king, already threatened with an attack by 
Gabinius, was not unprepared for the war 
which Crassus lost no time in beginning. 

In the first year of his proconsulship, Crassus 
was too late for serious attack ; but early in the 
next spring (53 b.c.) he advanced in strength 
from the Euphrates, at the head of a well-ap- 
pointed army, Artabazus, the present king of 
Armenia, who, through fear of the Parthian 
monarch, was sincerely attached to Rome, 
wished the proconsul to take Armenia as a 
basis of operations, and to descend the valley 
of the Tigris, so as to avoid the open plains, 
where the Parthian horsemen, seconded by the 
heat of summer, would act against him at ter- 
rible advantage. C. Cassius Longinus, the 
most experienced officer of the proconsul — a 
man who afterward became famous as the 
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chief author of Caesar's death — took the same 
view. But Crassus was impatient, and, neg- 
lecting all advice, marched straight across the 
plains. What was foretold happened. The 
Parthians, avoiding a general battle, drew on 
the Romans into the heart of Mesopotamia, till 
the legionaries, faint with heat and hunger, 
could advance no farther. As they began to 
retreat, they were enveloped by a crowd of 
horsemen, and pursued by a great army com- 
manded by Surenas, a principal officer of 
Orodes. At Charrae, the Haran where 
Abraham once dwelt, he halted and offered 
battle. It was accepted, and the proconsul 
was defeated. Still he contrived to make good 
his retreat, and was within reach of the moun- 
tains that skirt the western side of the great 
plain of Mesopotamia when he was induced to 
accept a conference offered by the treacherous 
Surenas. At this conference he was seized and 
slain, as the chiefs of the ten thousand had 
been dealt with three centuries before. His 
head was sent to Orodes, who ordered molten 
gold to be poured into the mouth. Young 
Publius, the friend of Caesar and Cicero, fell 
in the struggle, fighting valiantly for his father. 
Cassius alone of the chief officers did the duty 
of a general, and succeeded in drawing off his 
division of the army in safety to the Roman 
frontiers. For two years he continued to de- 
fend the province against the Parthian assaults, 
till in 51 B.C. a decisive victory on the confines 
of Cilicia and Syria checked their advances, 
and enabled Cassius to hand over the latter 
province in a peaceful condition to Bibulus. 

Meanwhile Caesar in Gaul was also involved 
in unexpected difficulties. In his three first 
campaigns (58-56 B.C.) as has been said, he 
seemed to have reduced all Gaul to silent sub- 
mission. In the two next years he was en- 
gaged in expeditions calculated rather to aston- 
ish and dazzle men's minds at Rome than nec- 
essary to secure his conquests. Fresh swarms 
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of Germans had begun to cross the Rhine near 
Coblenz.* He defeated them near that place 
with slaughter so terrible that upward of 
150,000 men are said to have been slain by 
the sword or to have perished in the Rhine. 
To terrify them still further, he threw a bridge 
over the broad river at a spot probably be- 
tween Coblenz and Andernach, which was com- 
pleted in ten days — a miracle of engineering 
art. He then advanced into Germany, burn- 
ing and destroying, and broke up his bridge 
as he retired. Caesar's account of the victory 
of Coblenz was not received with the same 
applause in the senate as had welcomed the 
triumphs of previous years. It appeared that 
the German chiefs had come into the Roman 
camp, that Caesar detained them on the ground 
that they had broken an armistice, and while 
they were captives had attacked their army. 
The facts as narrated by himself bear an ap- 
pearance of ill faith. Cato rose in the senate, 
and proposed that Caesar should be delivered 
up to the Germans, as an offering in expiation 
of treachery. But such a proposition came 
with an ill grace even from Cato's mouth. Few 
Romans acknowledged the duty of keeping 
faith with barbarians; and if Caesar had not 
been the enemy of the senatorial party, prob- 
ably nothing would have been said of his treach- 
ery. But however this might be, it is clear 
that the decree would have been an empty 
threat. Who could have been found to " bell 
the cat " ? Who would or could have arrested 
Caesar at the head of his legions ? 

It was in the autumn of the same year (55 
B.c.) that he passed over into our own island, 
taking ship probably at Witsand near Calais, 
and landing on the open beach near Deal. In 
the next year he repeated the invasion of 

* It seems certain that this is what Caesar means by 
"ad confluentem Mosce et Rheni," Bell. Gall. iv. 15. 
The Mosa here must be the Moselle, not the Meuse — of 
else Mosula must be restored. 
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Britain with a much larger force, marched up 
the Stour, took Canterbury, crossed the 
Thames above London, probably near Walton, 
defeated Cassivelaunus, the gallant chief of the 
Trinobantes, and took their town, which stood 
probably on the site of the modern St. Albans. 
Little result followed from these expeditions 
except to spread the terror of the Roman 
name, and to afford matter of wonderment at 
Rome. Cicero's curiosity about these un- 
known lands was satisfied by letters from his 
brother Quintus, and from C. Trebatius Testa, 
a learned lawyer, who attended Caesar in a 
civil capacity at the recommendation of Cicero 

himself.t 

But it was soon discovered how hollow was 
the pacification of Gaul. During the winter of 
54-53 B.C., Caesar had spread his troops in 
winter-quarters over a wide area. Ambiorix, 
a crafty and able chief of the Eburones, a half- 
German tribe on either side of the Meuse, as- 
saulted the camp of Cotta and Sabinus, and 
by adroit eunning contrived to cut off two 
legions. He then attacked Q. Cicero. But this 
officer, though stationed in the hostile country 
of the Nervii with one legion only, gallantly 
defended his camp till he was relieved by Cae- 
sar himself, who had not yet, according to his 
custom, left Transalpine Gaul. Alarmed by 
the general insurrection which was threatened 
bv these bold movements of Ambiorix, Caesar 
asked Pompey to lend him a legion from his 
Spanish army ; and his request was granted at 
once. The next year's campaign quelled the 
attempt of Ambiorix, and Caesar returned to 
Italy during the winter of 53-52 B.C., where his 
presence was needed, as we shall presently 
hear. But in the years 52 and 51 B.C. all cen- 
tral Gaul rose against the Romans, under the 
able conduct of Vercingetorix, chief of the 
Arvernians. The combined Gauls for the most 

♦Epist. ad Att. iv. 16, 13 ; 17, 3 ; ad Quint um Fra* 
trcm, ii. 16, 4. 
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part declined open conflicts, and threw them- 
selves into towns fortified with great skill and 
defended with great obstinacy. But, notwith- 
standing some reverses, the rapid movements 
and steady resolution of Caesar and his officers 
triumphed. The last hope of the Gauls lay in 
the strong fortress of Avaricum (Bourges); 
and when this at last yielded, all actual re- 
sistance was at an end. But for the two next 
winters he was again obliged to winter beyond 
the Alps ; and by the beginning of the year 50 
b.c, the ninth of his command, he had con- 
quered the whole country, and reduced every 
murmur to silence. This conquest was achiev- 
ed at a fearful loss of life. Nearly a million 
of Gauls and Germans are computed to have 
been sacrificed in those eight years of war, 
Caesar was humane in the treatment of his 
fellow-citizens ; but, like a true Roman, he 
counted the lives of barbarians as naught. 

While therefore Crassus was engaged, never 
to return, in the East, and Caesar was occupied 
with serious dangers in Gaul, Pompey, no 
longer bound by marriage ties, was complete 
master of Rome. Contrary to all precedent, 
he sent lieutenants to govern Spain in his 
stead, pleading his employment as curator of 
the corn market as a reason for his remaining 
at home. As a matter of form, he lived out- 
side the city at his Alban villa, and never ap- 
peared publicly at least within the walls of 
Rome. But he did not the less keep a watch- 
ful eye on political events. At present, in- 
deed, he interfered little. He seems to have 
expected that the condition of things would at 
length become so desperate, and all govern- 
ment so impossible, that all orders would unite 
in proclaiming him dictator. In 54 B.C. con- 
suls were elected who were more in the interest 
of the senate than of the popular party, pro- 
bably by a free use of money. When the 
elections for 53 b.c. approached, several trib- 
unes of the popular party bound themselves 
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together, and by their veto prevented all elec- 
tions whatsoever; and for eight months the 
city was left in a state of anarchy, without any 
responsible government. At length two con- 
suls were chosen ; but when they proposed to 
hold the comitia for the elections of 52 b.c, 
the same scenes were renewed. The tribunes 
obstinately refused to permit any elections ; 
and when the calends of January came round, 
there were no magistrates to assume the govern- 
ment. But in a few days an event happened 
which completely altered all political rela- 
tions. 

We may attribute all the late movements of 
the tribunes to the inspiration of Clodius. In 
Caesar's absence he had become the leader 
of the popular party. During the present in- 
terregnum, he came forward as candidate for 
the praetorship, while his enemy Miio sought to 
be consul. On the 18th of January, 52 b.c, 
Milo was travelling with his wife and family, 
attended (as usual) by a strong armed retinue, 
along the Appian Road to Lanuvium, where he 
held a municipal office. Near Bovillae he met 
Clodius riding with a small number of attend- 
ants also armed. A quarrel arose among the 
servants ; Clodius mingled in the fray, and, 
being wounded, took refuge in a tavern. Milo, 
determined not to suffer for an imperfect act 
of violence, surrounded the house, drew forth 
his wounded enemy, and left him dead upon 
the road. The body was picked up by a friend 
soon after, and carried to Rome. Here it was 
exposed in the forum, and a dreadful riot arose. 
The houses of Milo and other senatorial chiefs 
were assaulted, but they were strongly built 
and prepared for defence, and the populace 
was beaten off. But the furniture of the curia, 
the ancient meeting-place of the senate, was 
seized to make a funeral-pile to the deceased 
demagogue ; the curia itself and other build- 
ings were involved in flames. Every day wit- 
nessed a fresh riot, till the senate named 
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Pompey as head of a commission to restore 
order. This was done ; and it was supposed 
that he would have been appointed dictator at 
once, had not Caesar been at Luca during this 
winter, watching for a false move of the party 
opposed to him. To avoid a direct collision, 
Cato and Bibulus recommended that Pompey 
should be named as sole consul. Milo was 
soon after brought to trial for the death of 
Clodius. Cicero was his advocate, and had 
exerted himself to the utmost to prepare a 
speech in justification of the slaughter of 
Clodius. The jury were willing to have ac- 
quitted Milo. But Pompey was anxious to 
get rid of a citizen as troublesome on the one 
the one side as Clodius had been on the other : 
and he placed soldiers at every avenue of the 
court for the purpose, as he said, of preserving 
order. This unwonted sight, and the fear of 
popular violence, robbed Cicero of his elo- 
quence and the judges of their courage. Milo 
was condemned, and fled to Marseilles. Cicero 
sent for him there a written speech, such (he 
said) as he intended to have spoken. Milo, 
who knew no fear, sarcastically replied, that 
" he was glad that it had not been delivered ; 
else he should not then have been eating the 
fine mullets of Marseilles." . 

Pompey had now reached the height of his 
ambition. He was virtually raised to the po- 
sition of dictator, without being bound to any 
party — popular or senatorial. But from this 
time he seems to have made up his mind to 
break with Caesar, and to put himself at the 
head of the senatorial nobility without binding 
himself to it traditional policy. He married 
Cornelia, the daughter of Metellus Scipio, a 
leading member of the aristocracy,, and on the 
i st of August associated his new father-in-law 
in the consulship with himself. He repealed 
some of the democratic measures of Clodius, 
and made rules for the better conduct of elec- 
tions, and the assignment of provinces. He 
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struck indirectly at Caesar by several new en- 
actments. He procured a decree of the senate 
by which his government of Spain was pro- 
longed for five years longer, whereas Caesars 
command would terminate in little more than 
two years. By this law Pompey calculated that 
he would be able to keep his own army on foot 
after the Gallic conqueror had disbanded his. 
In anticipation of Caesar's seeking to obtain a 
second consulship, it was further provided that 
no one should hold a province till five years 
had elapsed from the end of his tenure of 
office. By this law Pompey calculated that his 
rival would be left for this* period without any 
military force. It is strange that Pompey, 
•with the intimate knowledge that he ought to 
have gained of Caesar's character during his 
long political connection with him, should not 
have foreseen that a man so resolute and so am- 
bitious would break through the cobwebs of 
law by the strong hand. 

Pompey was disappointed in his hope of re- 
maining as supreme arbiter of the fate of 
Rome, without joining heart and hand with the 
senatorial nobility. The men who were now 
coming forward as leaders of that party were 
men of action. Lucullus was dead. Hortensius 
also was dead to public life. Cicero left Rome 
at this moment to assume the government of 
Cilicia in virtue of the law just passed by 
Pompey, by which magistrates lately in office 
were excluded from government ; for it was 
added, that the present need should be sup- 
plied by those consuiars or praetorians who had 
not yet held governments. The orator was 
absent from the beginning of 51 to the end of 
50 B.C., and during this time the chief authority 
in the senate belonged to the brothers M. 
Marcellus and C. Marcellus, who held the 
consulship successively in the above-named 
years, together with Domitius Ahenobarbus 
and others, who hated Pompey almost as much 
as Caesar. The people of Rome and Italy look- 
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ed on with little interest. They had no sym- 
pathy either with Pompey or the senate, and 
Caesar's long absence had weakened his in- 
fluence in the forum. It was simply a dispute 
for power, between the senatorial nobility on 
the one hand and two military chiefs on the 
other. These chiefs at first united against 
the senate, and then parted so irreconcilably 
that one of them was thrown into a forced alli- 
ance with that body, Pompey and the sena- 
torial leaders agreed only in one point — the 
necessity of stripping Caesar of power. 



CHAPTER IV. 

SECOND CIVIL WAR — DEATH OF POMPEY. (50- 

48 B.C.) 

The senatorial chiefs had resolved to break 
with Caesar. The attack was commenced by 
the consul M. Marcellus, in September, 51 b.c. 
The proconsul had at that time just succeeded 
in putting down the formidable insurrection 
organized by Vercingetorix, and the fact of 
his complete success could not yet be known 
at Rome. It was the eighth year of his com- 
mand, and therefore little more than two years 
were yet to run before he became a private 
citizen. He had, however, already intimated 
his intention of offering himself for the con- 
sulship, either in the next year or the year 
after that, in order that he might, by con- 
tinued tenure of office, be safe from the prose- ' 
cution with which he was threatened on laying 
down his proconsular command ; and it was 
intended to ask permission of the senate that 
he might become a candidate without returning 
to Rome. For, if he continued to be proctfn- 
sul, he could not legally enter the gates ; and 
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if he ceased to be proconsul, he would be ex- 
posed to personal danger from the enmity of 
the senatorial chiefs. But M. Marcellus was 
not content to wait to try the matter on this 
issue. On his motion a decree was passed 
by which the consuls of the next year were or- 
dered at once to bring before the senate the 
question of redistributing the provincial gov- 
ernments ; and clauses were added providing, 
first, that no tribune should be allowed to in- 
terpose his veto ; secondly, that the senate 
would take upon themselves the task of pro- 
viding for Caesar's veterans. The purpose of 
this decree was manifest. It was intended at 
the beginning of the next year to supersede 
Caesar, though the law gave him two years 
more of command in Gaul ; it was intended to 
stop the mouth of any tribune in Caesar's in- 
terest ; it was intended to sap the fidelity of 
his soldiers, by tempting them with hopes of 
obtaining lands in Italy. 

But the movement was too open and un- 
advised Ser. Sulpicius, the other consul, though 
a member of the senatorial party, opposed it, 
and it was allowed to fall to the ground. Still 
a move had been made, and men's minds 
were familiarized with the notion of stripping 
Caesar of his command. 

Caesar felt that the crisis was at hand. The 
next year of his Gallic government he spent in 
organizing Gaul. All symptoms of insurrec- 
tion in that country were at an end. The 
military population had suffered too terribly to 
be able to resume arms. The mild and equit- 
able arrangements of Caesar gave general 
satisfaction. The Gallic chiefs and cities be- 
gan to prefer the arts of Roman civilization to 
their own rude state. There can be little 
doubt that if Caesar had been reduced to play 
the part of Sertorius in Gaul, he would have 
been able to do so with eminent success. 

He did not, however, neglect precaution sat 
home. Of the new consuls (for the year 50 
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b. c.) C. Marcelius, brother of Marcus, the late 
consul, was his known and declared enemy ; 
but L. ^Emilius Paullus had been secretly won 
by a share of the gold which the conqueror had 
collected during his long command. Among 
the tribunes of the year was a young man 
named M. Scribonius Curio, son of one of 
Sylla's most determined partisans. His talents 
were ready, his eloquence great, his audacity 
incomparable. He had entered upon political 
life at an extremely early age, and was a leader 
among those young nobles who had hoped to 
profit by Catline's audacity, and who Cicero 
ten years before designated as "the blood- 
thirsty youth. " Since that time he had attached 
himself to Cicero ; and the credulous orator 
was pleased to think that he had reclaimed this 
impetuous and profligate young man. But 
Cicero was not the only person who had 
attempted to sway the pliant will of Curio. 
Caesar also, or his Gallic gold, had made a 
convert of him. The nobles, ignorant of this 
secret, promoted his election to the tribunate, 
and thus unwarily committed power to a bold 
and uncompromising foe. 

M. Caelius Rufus, another profligate youth of 
great ability, whom Cicero flattered himself he 
had won over to what he deemed the side of 
honor and virtue, was also secretly on Caesar's 
side. During the whole of the orator's absence 
in Cilicia, this unprincipled young man kept up 
a brisk correspondence with him, as if he was 
a firm adherent of the senatorial party. But on 
the first outbreak of the quarrel he joined the 
enemy. 

A third person, hereafter destined to play a 
conspicuous part in civil broils, now appeared 
at Rome as the avowed friend and partisan of 
Caesar. This was young M. Antonius, better 
known as Mark Antony, son of M. Antonius 
Creticus, and therefore grandson of the great 
orator. His uncle, C. Antonius, had been 
consul with Cicero, and had left a dubious re- 
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putation. His mother was Julia, daughter of 
L. Caesar, consul in the year before Cicero held 
the office, a distant relation of the great Caesar, 
Antony had served under Gabinius in the East, 
and for the last two years had been one of 
Caesar's officers in Gaul. He now came to 
Rome to sue for the Augurate, vacant by the 
death of the orator Hortensius ; and, assisted 
by Caesar's influence and his own great con- 
nections, he was elected. He was thirty-three 
years of age, as ready of tongue, as bold and 
unscrupulous in action as Curio, and appro- 
priately offered himself to be elected as 
successor to that young adventurer in the 
College of Tribunes. Thus, for the year 50 
b. c. Caesar's interests were watched by Curio, 
and in the year 49 b. c. Anthony succeeded to 
the task. 

C. Marcellus did not venture to revive, in 50 
a c. the bold attack which had been made by 
M. Marcellus in the preceding year. But at 
Pompey's suggestion, it was represented that a 
a Parthian war was imminent, and both the 
rivals were desired to furnish one legion for 
service in the East. Caesar at once complied. 
Pompey evaded the demand by asking Caesar to 
return the legion which had been lent by him- 
self after the destruction of the two legions by 
Ambiorix. This request also Caesar obeyed, 
so that in fact both legions were withdrawn 
from his army. Their employment in the East 
proved to be a mere pretext They were both 
stationed at Capua, no doubt to overawe the 
Campanian district, which since the agrarian 
law of Caesar's consulship, had been completely 
in his interest. 

Any further assault was anticipated by a 
proposal made by Curio. It was that both 
rompey and Caesar should resign their com- 
mands and disband their armies ; " this was 
but fair," he said, " for both ; nor could the 
will of the senate and people of Rome be con- 
sidered free while Pompey was at hand with a 
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military force to control their deliberations and 
their votes. But the senate turned a deaf ear 
to this dexterous proposal, and the year closed 
as it began, without any approach to a peaceful 
settlement. Curio now threw off all disguise, 
and openly avowed himself the agent of Caesar 
in the senate. 

The consuls for the ensuing year (49 b. c. ) 
were L. Lentulus Crus, and another C. 
Marcellus, cousin-german of the two brorhers 
who had preceded him. Both were in the 
interests of Pompey. Scarcely had they entered 
upon office, when the crisis which had been so 
long suspended arrived. 

On the calends of January,* letters from 
Caesar were laid before the senate by Curio, in 
which the proconsul expressed his readiness 
" to accept the late tribune's proposal that 
Pompey and himself should both resign their 
military power ; as soon as he was assured 
that all soldiers were removed from the neigh- 
borhood of Rome, he would enter the gates as 
a private person, and offer himself candidate 
for the consulship." Warm debates followed, 
in which Metellus Scipio. t Pompey's father-in- 
law, and Cato urged that Caesar should be de- 
clared a public enemy, unless he laid down his 
command by a certain day. But even this did not 
satisfy the majority. Not only was Caesar out- 
lawed, but on the 6th of January a decree was 
framed investing the consuls with dictatorial 
power, in the same form that had been used 
against C. Gracchus, against Saturninus, against 
Catiline. On the following night, Mark Antony, 
who had vainly essayed to stem the tide, fled 
from the city, together with his brother tribune, 

* Strictly speaking, the year 49 B.C. had not yet 
begun; for the Roman calendar was now nearly two 
months in advance of the real time : Jan. 1st, 705 A. U. C 
=Nov. 13th. 50 B. c. See Fischer's Romische Zeitiafeln 
p. 221. 

t He was a Scipio by birth, being great-grandson of 
Scipio Nasica (nick-named Scrapio), the slayer of TL 
Gracchus, and was adopted by Metellus Pius. 
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Q. Cassius Longinus, brother of the more 
famous C. Cassius. 

The die was now cast. Caesar had no longer 
any choice. He must either offer an armed 
resistance or save himself by flight. There can 
be no doubt that both parties were unprepared 
for immediate war. Caesar had but one legion 
in Cisalpine Gaul ; for the long hesitation of 
his enemies made him doubt whether they 
would ever defy him to mortal conflict. Pom- 
pey knew the weakness of his rival's forces. 
He also knew that Labienus, the most distin- 
guished of Caesar's officers, was ready to desert 
his leader, and he believed that such an ex- 
ample would be followed by many. He calcu- 
lated that Caesar would not dare to move for- 
ward, or that if he did he would fall a victim 
to his own adventurous rashness. For himself 
he had one legion close to Rome, Caesar's two 
legions at Capua ; and Sylla's veterans were, it 
was supposed, ready to take arms for the sen- 
ate at a moment's notice. ".I have but to 
stamp my foot," said the great commander, 
"and armed men will start from the soil of 
Italy." 

But Caesar's prompt audacity at once rem- 
edied his own want of preparation, and dis- 
concerted all the calculations of his opponents. 
At the close of the preceding year, after a 
triumphant reception in the cities of Cisalpine 
Gaul, he had stationed himself with the single 
legion, of which we spoke just now, at Ra- 
venna. Here he was surprised by letters an- 
nouncing the decree of the 6th of January. 
His resolution was at once taken. He re- 
viewed his legion, addressed them, and with- 
out betraying what had happened, ascertained 
their readiness to follow whithersoever he led. 
At nightfall he left Ravenna secretly, crossed 
the Rubicon, which divided his provinces from 
Italy, and at daybreak entered Ariminum.* 

* This is Caesar's simple narrative. The dramatic 
scene, in which he is represented as pausing on the 
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Here he met the tribunes Antony and Q. Cas* 
sius, on their way from Rome. His legion ar» 
rived soon after, and orders were sent off to 
the nearest troops in Transalpine Gaul to fol- 
low his steps with all speed. But he waited 
not for them. With his single legion, he ap- 
peared before Picenum, Fanum, Ancona, 
Iguvium, Auximum, and Asculum. All these 
towns surrendered without a blow, and thus by 
the beginning of February Caesar was master 
of all Umbria and Picenum. By the middle of 
that month he had been reinforced by two ad- 
ditional legions from Gaul, and- was strong 
enough to invest the fortress of Corfinium, in 
the Pelignian Apennines. But this place was 
vigorously defended by the energetic Domitius 
Ahenobarbus, accompanied by a number of 
senators. At the close of a week, however, 
news came that Pompey and the consuls had 
marched southward from Capua ; and Domitius, 
finding himself utterly unsupported, surren- 
dered at discretion. Caesar allowed him and 
all his senatorial friends to go their way, and 
to take with them a large sum of public money, 
even without exacting a promise that they would 
take no further part in the war. On entering 
the town he strictly ordered that his men 
should abstain, not only from personal vio- 
lence, but even from petty pillage. Reports 
had been industriously spread that the pro- 
consul's troops were not Romans but Gauls, 
ferocious barbarians, whose hands would be 
against every Italian as their natural enemy* 
The politic humanity which he now showed 
produced the more surprise, and had a great 
effect in reconciling to his cause many who had 
hitherto stood aloof. Almost all the soldiers 
of Domitius took service under the lenient 
conqueror. 
After the fall of Corfinium, Caesar hastened 

banks of the Rubicon, and anxiously weighing the proba- 
ble consequences of one irremediable step, is due to 
rhetorical writers of later times. 
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onward through Apulia in pursuit of Pompey. 
By successive reinforcements, his legions had 
now been swelled to the number of six. But 
when he arrived at Brundusium, on the 9th of 
March,* he found that the consuls had sailed 
for Dyrrhachium, though Pompey was still in 
the Italian port. The town was too strong to 
be taken by assault; and nine days after 
Caesar appeared before its walls, Pompey em- 
barked at leisure and carried his last soldier 
out of Italy. Disappointed of his prey, Caesar 
returned upon his steps, and reached Rome 
upon the 1st of April, f where M. Antony, after 
receiving the submission of Etruria, had pre- 
pared the way for his reception. The people, 
on the motion of the same tribune, gave Caesar 
full power to take what money he desired from 
the treasury, without sparing even the sacred 
hoard which had been set apart after the in- 
vasion of the Gauls, and had never since been 
touched except in the necessities of the Han- 
nibalic war. There was no longer any need 
of a reserve fund against the Gauls, it was ar- 
gued, now that the Gauls had become peaceful 
subjects of the republic. Notwithstanding this 
vote, the senatorial tribune, L. Metellus, a son 
of Metellus Creticus, refused to produce the 
keys of the treasury, and, when Caesar ordered 
the doors to be broken open, endeavored to 
bar his passage into the sacred chamber. 
" Stand aside, young man," said Caesar, " it is 
easier for me to do than to say." t 

He was now master of Italy, as well as Gaul. 
To pursue Pompey to Epirus was impossible, 
because the senatorial officers swept the sea 
with a large and well-appointed fleet, and 
Caesar had very few ships at his disposal. 

* />., the 9th of March of the current Roman year= 
Jan. 17th, 49 B.C., of our time. 

t Feb. 9th, of our time. 

% Plut Vit. Cas.c. 35, Cicero ad All. x. 4, and other 
authors. Caesar himself tells us that Lentulus the con- 
sul left the treasury open {Bell. Civ. i. 13). Metellus, 
then, must have locked it after the flight of Pompey. 
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Moreover, in Spain, which had been subject to 
Pompey's rule for the last five years, there was 
a veteran army, ready to enter Italy as soon 
as he left it. The remainder of the season, 
therefore, he resolved to occupy in the reduc- 
tion of that army. 

On his way to Spain, he found that Mai- 
seilles, the chosen retreat of Milo, being by its 
aristocratical form of government attached to 
the senatorial party, had declared for Pompey. 
Leaving Dec. Brutus with twelve ships, and C. 
Trebonius with a body of troops, to blockade 
the town both by sea and land, he continued 
his march and crossed the Pyrenees early in 
the summer. Hither Spain was held by L. 
Afranius, an old officer of Pompey, whom he 
had raised to the consulship in 60 B.C., and M. 
Petreius, the experienced soldier who had de- 
stroyed the army of Catiline. Farther Spain 
was intrusted to the care of the accomplished 
M. Terentius Varro. 

Near Ilerda (Lerida), on the river Sicoris, 
an affluent of the Ebro, Caesar was encoun- 
tered by the Pompeian leaders. He gives us 
a very full account of the movements which 
followed, from which it is pretty clear that so 
far as military science went, Caesar was out- 
generalled by Petreius. At one time he was 
in the greatest peril from a sudden rising in 
the river, which cut him off from all his sup- 
plies. He released himself by that fertility of 
resource which distinguished him. He had 
seen in Britain boats of wicker, covered with 
hide, such as are still used on the Severn un- 
der the name of coracles ; a number of them 
were secretly constructed, and by their help he 
re-established his communications. But what- 
ever might be his military inferiority, yet over 
the weak Afranius and the rude Petreius his 
dexterity in swaying the wills of men gave him 
an unquestioned superiority. Avoiding a battle 
always, he encouraged communications between 
his own men and the soldiers of the enemy; at 
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length the Pompeian leaders, finding them- 
selves unable to control their own troops, were 
obliged to surrender their command. Two 
thirds of their force took service with the po- 
litic conqueror. 

Varro, in Farther Spain, by dexterous in- 
trigue, contrived to evade immediate submis- 
sion. But after a vain attempt to collect a 
force, he surrendered to the conqueror at Cor- 
duba (Cordova), and was allowed to go where 
he pleased. Before autumn closed, all Spain 
was at the foot of Caesar, and was committed 
to the government of Q. Cassius, the tribune 
who had supported his cause at Rome. Being 
thus secured from danger in the West, he hast- 
ened to return into Italy. 

As he passed through Southern Gaul he 
found that Marseilles still held out against 
Dec. Brutus and Trebonius. The defence had 
been most gallant. The blockade by sea had 
been interrupted by a detachment from Pom- 
pey's fleet : and the great works raised by the 
besiegers on land had been met by counter- 
works of equal magnitude on the part of the 
besieged. But Trebonius had perse veringly 
repaired all losses ; and on the arrival of Caesar, 
the Massilians surrendered themselves with a 
good grace. As in all other cases, he treated 
them with the utmost clemency. 

On reaching Italy, he was obliged to turn 
aside to Placentia for the purpose of quelling a 
mutiny that had arisen in a legion which had 
been left there, and which complained that 
promises of discharge and reward made to 
them had not been kept. His presence at once 
suppressed the mutiny. But he selected twelve 
of the ringleaders for capital punishment. 
Among these twelve was one who proved that 
he had been absent when the mutiny broke out. 
In his place the centurion who accused him was 
executed. 

During his absence in Spain, M. ^milius 
Lepidus, whom he had left as prefect of the 
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city to govern Italy, had named his dictator. 
From Placentia he hastened to Rome and as- 
sumed the great dignity thus conferred upon 
him. But he held it only eleven days. In that 
period he presided at the comitia, and was 
there elected consul, together with P. Servilius 
Isauricus, one of his old competitors for the 
chief pontificate. He also passed several laws. 
One of these restored all exiles to the city, ex- 
cept Nilo, thus undoing one of the last rem- 
nants of Sylla's dictatorship. A second pro- 
vided for the payment of debts, so as to lighten 
the burdens of the debtors without satisfying 
the democratic cry for a complete abolition of 
all contracts. A third conferred the franchise 
on the citizens of Transpadane Gaul, who had 
• since the Social war enjoyed the Latin right 
onlv. 

Of the doings of his lieutenants in other 
quarters during this memorable year, Caesar did 
not receive account at all commensurate with 
his own marvellous success, In Illyria, P. 
Cornelius Dolabella, son-in-law of Cicero, who 
had joined the conqueror, had been disgrace- 
fully beaten, and Caius, brother of Mark An- 
tony, taken prisoner, so that all the eastern 
coast of the Adriatic was now in the hands of 
the Pompeians. 

Curio had been sent to occupy Sicily, where 
Cato commanded in the name of the senate. 
The philosopher, having no force adequate to 
resist, retired from the unequal contest, and 
joined Pompey in Epirus. Curio then passed 
over to Africa, where the Pompeian general 
Varus held command. He took the field, and 
was at first defeated by Curio. But presently 
Juba, King of Mauritania, appeared in the field 
as an ally of the senatorial party ; and Curio 
was obliged in his turn to retreat before the 
combined forces of the enemy, till he took re- 
fuge in the famous camp of Scipio. From this 
position he was drawn out by a feigned retreat 
of the African prince ; and being surprised by 
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an overpowering force, he was defeated and 
slain. Africa, therefore, as well as all the 
eastern world, remained in the hands of the 
Pompeians, while Italy, Gaul, and Spain owned 
the authority of Caesar. 

Cicero had returned from his Cilician pro- 
vince to Rome, while the debates were being 
held which issued in the decree of the 6th of 
January. During his two years' government 
he had nearly been engaged in very serious 
warfare with the Parthians. But C. Cassius as 
we have mentioned, gave them so severe a 
blow that Cicero's military abilities were only 
tested in reducing some of the wild mountain 
tribes who infested the borders of his province. 
He claimed a triumph for these achievements, 
and therefore would not enter the walls of the 
city to be present at the termination of these* 
momentous debates. The question of his tri- 
umph was soon forgotten in the rapid course 
of events which followed, and he retired to his 
Formian villa, still attended by his lictors with 
their faces wreathed in laurel. From this 
place he went frequently to have interviews 
with Pompeian leaders on their retreat through 
Campania. At the same time many of his per- 
sonal friends, Curio, Caelius, Dolabella, Balbus, 
Trebatius, and others had joined Caesar, and 
wrote to him urging him to make common 
cause with their generous leader. On his re- 
turn from Brundusium to Rome, Caesar him- 
self visited him. But the orator could not be 
prevailed upon to forsake the cause of the 
senate; and after long hesitation, about the 
end of May he took ship and joined Pompey 
in the East. 

During the whole of the preceding year, 
Pompey had been actively engaged in levying 
and disciplining an army for the ensuing cam- 
paign. He was bitterly censured by many of 
his party for quitting Italy without a blow. But 
it way be concluded that when he was surprised 
by Caesar's rapid advance, the only troops 
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beside those under Domitius at Corfinium were 
the two legions lately sent from Gaul by Caesar ; 
and these (it may well be supposed) he dared 
not trust to do battle against their old com- 
mander. 

It is probable, therefore, -that he was really 
compelled to quit Italy. But his fleet was 
now so large that it would have been easy for 
him to have regained Italian soil. He made 
no attempt to cross the sea ; and we may there- 
fore assume that he purposely chose Epirus as 
the ground for battle. He had all the East 
behind him, long used to reverence his name, 
and at the head of an army out of Italy he was 
less likely to be thwarted by the arrogant 
senatorial chiefs, who hated him while they 
used him. Such especially was Domitius 
Ahenobarbus, who loudly complained that he 
had been deserted at Corfinium. 

His headquarters were fixed at Thessalonica, 
the chief city of the province of Macedonia. 
Here the senators who had fled from Italy met 
and formed a senate, while the chief officers 
assumed titles of authority. Pompey had 
employed the time well. The provinces and 
kings of the East filled his military chest with 
treasure ; he had collected even Roman legions 
with a vast number of irregular auxiliaries 
from every surrounding monarchy, and a power- 
ful force of well-appointed cavalry ; large 
magazines of provisions and military stores 
were formed ; above all, a fleet, increasing 
every day in numbers, was supplied by the 
maritime states of Illyria, Greece, Asia Minor, 
Phoenicia, and Egypt. Bibulus, the old adver- 
sary of Caesar, took the command as admiral- 
in-chief, supported by able lieutenants. With 
this naval force actively employed, it was hoped 
that it would be made impossible for Caesar to 
land in Epirus. But here again his happy 
audacity frustrated all regular opposition. 

Caesar arrived in Brundusium at the end of 
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October, 49 b. c. # Twelve legions had been 
assembled there. So much had their numbers 
been thinned by war, fatigue, and the autumnal 
fevers prevalent in Apulia, that each legion 
averaged less than 3000 men. His transports 
were so insufficient, that he was not able to 
ship more than seven of these imperfect legions, 
with 600 horse though men and officers were 
allowed to take no heavy baggage and no 
servants. All the harbors were occupied by 
the enemy's ship ; but it was not the practice 
for the ancients to maintain a blockade by 
cruising ; and Caesar, having left Brundusium 
on the 5th November, was able to land his first 
corps on the open coast of Epirus, a little south 
of the Acroceraunian headland. He sent his 
empty ships back directly, and marched north- 
ward to Oricum and Apollonta, where he 
claimed admission in virtue of his consular 
office. The claim was admitted, and these two 
important towns feel into his hands. Pompey, 
who was still at Thessalonica, on the first tidings 
of his movement had put his army in motion, 
and succeeded in reaching Dyrrhacium in time 
to save that important place. He then pushed 
his lines forward to the mouth of the Apsus, 
and the two hostile armies lay inactive during 
the remainder of the winter with this stream 
between their camps — Caesar occupying the 
left or southern bank, Pompey the right or 
northern side. 

As the winter passed away, Caesar was 
rendered extremety anxious by the non-appear- 
ance of his second corps, which Antony was 
charged to bring across. News soon reached 
him that Bibulus, stung to the quick by the 
successful landing of the first corps, had put 

* This is the true date, according to our reckoning. 
By the Roman calendar, it was December. But, for the 
military operations which follow, it is so important to 
note the true seasons, that we shall, from this point, give 
the dales as if the Roman calendar had already been 
corrected. 
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to sea from Corcyra with all his fleet, had 
overtaken and destroyed thirty of the returning 
transports, and had ever since, notwithstanding 
the winter season, kept so strict a watch on the 
coast of Italv, that Antonv did not dare to 
leave Brundusium, Intelligence also reached 
him that Cselius, now raised to the rank of 
pra»tor, had proclaimed 4 an abolition of debts 
at Rome, and had made common cause with 
the reckless Milo, who had appeared in Italy 
at the head of a gang of desperate men. This 
hold enterprise, it is true, had failed, and both 
the leaders had fallen; but it quickened 
Civsar's anxiety to bring matters to issue. 
Still no troops arrived. So stubborn was the 
* ill of Kibulus. thai he fell a victim to his own 
vigilant exertions, and died at sea. But L. 
Scnlvtuus Li bo. who had commanded a 
squadron under the deceased admiral, appeared 
a; Brundusium. and occupied an island off the 
harbor, so as to establish a strict blockade. 
This however, did no: las: : for it was found 
inuvasi&Ce :ckeep :he men supplied with fresh 
wa;er iod pceV.sicrs* and Libo was obliged to 
resume :he roe:ics c: Bibuius. Meantime, 
v\xr$a:'$ anrvx: : je=ce was ris:r.g to the height 
He had Sir* a Iri-^ idle fcr more than two 
woc:2&> arc cccrrli:~ev: tia: Antonv had 
?\r§ : «gccec soeral crzvncniiaes of crossing the 
lcix-i:2 Sca. A: ler^th he en^a^ed a small boat 
;c ;aVc b.3t acrvss :,: LuLt :- r*»rson. The sea 
sx* > £S % a:v. ;he rowers refused to proceed, 
; " .x* £«-*-aI rs^il-e-i herself :o them in the 
;jttv^* words ■* Wc carry Cjesar and his 
-f-x^ A ". r -£■'*; :Ssy :oi*.eA but when day 
>cvivv .So "\ic. x^ie =c waj. and the general 
-c-cvjl^-i ccrcsr^ r- pt:: back into the 

V \v..%* 1^.; ..-\sc.;v iir^r be succeeded in 
v x o c- i \\< . o* ssessa^e to Antony to 
\>*> / s v ? .? - >^< . jrd ;r A^rrny disobeyed, 

V *v>v>c -^ . : • i..; x^-«na:-*5ioa:o his chief 
^vs c »*vi v- «--e -oered to super* 
-** s V ,v.- r-.i-.-_ i-d discharge the duty 
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which he neglected to perform. Stung by this 
practical rebuke, Antony shipped his troops, 
and resolved to attempt the passage at all 
risks. As he neared the coast of Epirus, the 
wind shifted to the south-east, and being unable 
to make port of Oricum, he was obliged to run 
northward past Pompey's camp, in full view of 
the enemy. They gave chase; but he suc- 
ceeded in landing all his men, four legions and 
eight hundred horse, near the headland of 
Nymphaeum, more than fifty miles north of the 
Apsus. His position was critical, for Pompey's 
army lay between him and Caesar. But Caesar, 
calculating the point at which the squadron 
would reach land, had already made a rapid 
inarch round Pompey's position, and succeeded 
in joining Antony before he was attacked. 
Pompey had also moved northward, but finding 
himself too late to assail Antony alone, he took 
a new positiou some miles to the north of 
Dyrrhachium, and here formed a strongly in- 
trenched camp resting upon the sea. These 
intrenchments ran in an irregular half circle of 
nearly fifteen miles in length, the base of which 
was the coast-line of Epirus. The camp was 
well supplied with provisions by sea. 

The spring of 48 b.c. was now beginning. 
It was probably in March that Caesar effected 
his union with Antony. Even after this junc- 
tion, he was inferior in numbers to Pompey ; 
and it is not without wonder that we read his 
own account of the audacious attempt with 
which he began the campaign. His plan was 
to draw lines round and outside of Pompey's 
vast intrenchments, so as to cut him off from 
Dyrrhachium and from all the surrounding 
country. As Pompey's intrenchments formed 
a curve of nearly fifteen miles, Caesar's lines 
must measured considerably more. And as 
his army was inferior in numbers, it might have 
been expected that Pompey would not submit 
to be shut in. But the latter general could not 
interrupt the works without hazarding a general 
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action, and his troops were not (he thought) 
sufficiently disciplined to encounter Caesar's 
veterans : the command of the sea also insured 
him supplies and enabled him to shift his army 
to another position if necessary. He therefore 
allowed Caesar to carry on his lines with little 
interruption. 

During the winter Caesar's men had suffered 
terribly for want of grain and vegetable food. 
But as spring advanced, and the crops began 
to ripen, brighter days seemed at hand. 
Pompey's men, meanwhile, though supplied 
from the sea, began to be distressed by want 
of fresh water, and their animals by want of 
green fodder. He therefore determined to 
assume the offensive. At each extremity of 
Caesar's lines, where they abutted upon the sea, 
a second line of intrenchments had been marked 
out reaching some way inland, so that at least 
for some distance from the sea the lines might 
be protected from an attack in rear from the 
land. But this part of the work was as yet un- 
finished ; and, in particular, no attempt had 
been made to carry any defence along the 
coast between the extremities of these two 
lines of intrenchment, so as to cover them 
from an assault by sea. Pompey was instructed 
of this deftct by some Gallic deserters ; and he 
succeeded in landing some troops at the 
southern extremity of the works, so as to make 
a lodgment between Caesar's front and rearward 
lines. A series of severe and well-contested 
combats followed. But the Pompeians main- 
tained their grouud, and Caesar at once per- 
ceived that his works were completely turned, 
and that all his labor was thrown away. Pompey 
had re-established his land communication with 
Dyrrhachium, and circumvallation was made 
impossible. Under these circumstances Caesar 
determined to shift the scene of action without 
delay. 

During the spring he had detached Cn. 
Domitius Calvinus with two legions into 
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Macedonia, where he possessed considerable 
influence, for the purpose of intercepting the 
march of Metellus Scipio, who had succeeded 
Bibulus in the government of Syria, and was 
expected every day to bring reinforcements to 
the army of Pompey. Scipio had been delayed 
by the necessity of securing his province 
against the Parthians ; and had also spent 
much time in levying heavy contributions on 
his line of march. When he arrived in Mace- 
donia he found his passage westward barred 
by Calvinus, who occupied a strong camp in 
the neighborhood of Pel la. He, therefore, 
also intrenched himself, and awaited succors. 

About the time of Caesar's defeat at Dyrrha- 
chium, Calvinus had been obliged by want of 
provisions to fall back toward Epirus, while 
Caesar himself marched by way of Apollonia 
up the valley of the Aous. Pompey immedi- 
ately detached a strong force to separate Cal- 
vinus from his chief. But Calvinus, informed 
of Caesar's retreat, moved with great rapidity 
to the southward, and effected a union with his 
general at^Egimium, in the north-western corner 
of Thessaly. The Caesarian army, thus skilfully 
united, advanced to Gomphi, which was taken 
and given up to plunder. All other Thessalian 
cities, except Larissa, which had been occupied 
by Scipio, opened their gates ; and the harvest 
being now ripe, the Caesarian army revelled in 
the abundant supplies of the rich Thessalian 
plain. 

Meanwhile Pompey had entered Thessaly 
from the north and joined Scipio at Larissa. 
The Pompeian leaders, elated by victory were 
quarrelling among themselves for the prize, 
which they regarded as already won. Lentulus 
Spinther, Domitius Ahenobarbus, and Metellus 
Scipio, all claimed Caesar's pontificate. Domi- 
tius proposed that all who had remained in 
Italy or had not taken an active part in the 
contest should be brought to trial as traitors to 
the cause — Cicero, who was at Dyrrachium 
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with Cato, being the person here chiefly aimed 
at. Pompey himself was not spared. Domitius, 
angry at not having been supported at Corfinium 
nicknamed him Agamemnon King of Men, 
and openly rejected his authority. The advice 
of the great general to avoid a decisive battle 
was contemptuously set at naught by all but 
Cato, who from first to last advocated any 
measure which gave a hope of avoiding blood- 
shed. Even Favonius, a blunt and simple- 
minded man, who usually echoed Cato's senti- 
ments, loudly complained that Pompey's reluc- 
tance to fight would prevent his friends from 
eating their figs that summer at Tusculum. 

From Larissa Pompey had moved southward, 
and occupied a strong position on an eminence 
near the city of Pharsalus, overlooking the 
plain which skirts the left bank of the river 
Enipeus. Caesar followed and encamped upon 
the plain, within four miles of the enemy's 
position. Here the hostile armies lay watch- 
ing each other for some time, till Caesar made 
a movement which threatened to intercept 
Pompey's communications with Larissa. The 
latter now at length yielded to the angry im- 
patience of the senatorial chiefs. He resolved 
to descend from his strong position and give 
battle upon the plain of Pharsalus of Phar- 
salia. 

The morning of the 6th of June * saw both 
armies drawn out in order of battle. The 
forces of Pompey consisted of about 44,000 
men, and were (if Caesar's account is accurate) 
twice as numerous as the army opposed to 
them. But Caesar's were all veteran troops ; 
the greater part, of Pompey's were foreign 
levies recently collected in Macedonia and 
Asia, far inferior to the soldiers of Gaul and 
Italy. Pompey's army faced the north. His 
right wing, resting on the river, was com- 
manded by Scipio, the centre by Lentulus 

* By the Roman calendar, it was the 9th of August. 



THE LIFE OF JULIUS CALSAR. 225 

Spinther, the left by Domitius. His cavalry, 
which was far superior to Caesar's, covered the 
left flank. Caesar drew up his forces in three 
lines, of which the rearmost was to act in 
reserve. His left was upon the river ; and his 
small force of cavalry was placed upon his 
right, opposite to Pompey's left wing. To 
compensate for his inferiority in this arm, he 
picked out six veteran cohorts, who were to 
charge through the files of the horse if the lat- 
ter were obliged to retire. Domitius com- 
manded in the centre. Antony on the left, 
Caesar himself upon the right, where he kept 
the tenth legion in rear to act in reserve. 

The attack began along Caesar's whole line, 
which advanced running. Pompey ordered his 
men to wait the charge without moving in hopes 
that the enemy would lose breath before they 
came to close quarters. But the experienced 
veterans, observing that the Pompeians kept 
their ground, halted to re-form their line and 
recover breath before they closed with the 
enemy. A desperate conflict followed. 

While the legions were engaged along the 
whole line, Pompey's cavalry attacked the 
weak squadrons of Caesar's horse and drove 
them back. But the veterans who were ordered 
to support them sallied out of the ranks and 
drove their formidable pila straight at the un- 
armed faces of the enemy.* After a brave 
struggle, Pompey's cavalry was completely 
broken and fled in disorder. 

Upon this, Caesar brought up his third line, 
which was in reserve ; and the infantry of 
Pompey being assailed by these fresh troops 

* The common story, received from Plutarch, is that 
the order was given because Pompey's cavalry consisted 
chiefly of young Romans, who were afraid of having 
their beauty spoilt. Caesar, however, mentions that 
Pompey's cavalry was excellent,and does not notice that 
he gave any order at all about strike at the face. The 
foot-soldiers would naturally striking at the most de- 
fenceless part, and the story of the " spoiled beauty" 
would be readily added by some scornful Caesarian. 
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in front, and attacked in flank by the cavalry 
and cohorts which had triumphed over their 
opponents, gave way everywhere. A general 
order was now issued by Caesar to spare the 
Romans among their opponents, and to throw 
all their strength upon the Eastern allies. The 
Pompeian legionaries, on hearing of this politic 
clemency, offered no further resistance; and 
Pompey himself rode off the field to his tent, 
leaving orders for the troops to retreat be- 
hind their intrenchments. 

But this was not permitted. His legionaries, 
instead of returning to man the ramparts, dis- 
persed in all directions. The Eastern allies, 
after a terrible slaughter, fled; and Pompey 
had only time to mount his horse and gallop 
off through the decuman or rearward gate of 
his camp, as the soldiers of Caesar forced their 
way in by the praetorian or front gate. The 
booty taken was immense. The hardy veterans 
of Gaul gazed with surprise on the tent of 
Lentulus, adorned with festoons of Bacchic ivy, 
and on the splendid services of plate which 
were set out everywhere for a banquet to 
celebrate the expected victory. 

But before Coesar allowed his tired soldiers 
to enjoy the fruits of the victory of Pharsalia, 
he required them to complete the conquest. 
The pursuit was continued during the remain- 
der of the day and on the morrow. But the 
task was easy. The clemency of the con- 
queror induced all to submit. When Caesar 
entered the camp and saw the dead bodies of 
many Romans lying about, he exclaimed. 
" They would have it so : to have laid down 
our arms would have sealed our doom." Yet 
most of those who perished were foreigners or 
freedmen. The only distinguished person who 
fell was Domitius Ahenobarbus. Among those 
who came in and submitted voluntarily was M. 
Junius Brutus, a young man of whom we shall 
hear more. 

Pompey fled precipitately to Larissa, and 
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thence through the gorge of Tempe to the 
mouth of the Peneus, where he found a mer- 
chant vessel, and embarked in company with 
Lentulus Spinther, Lentulus Crus, and others. 
He dismissed all his slaves. Honest Favonius 
proved his fidelity to the general by undertak- 
ing for him such menial offices as usually were 
left to slaves. The master of the ship knew 
the adventurers, and offered to take them 
whithersoever they would. Pompey first di- 
rected his course to Lesbos, where his wife 
Cornelia and his younger son Sextus had been 
sent for safety. Having taken them on board 
he sailed round to Cilicia, where he collected 
a few ships and a small company of soldiers. 
With these he crossed over to Cyprus, where 
he stayed a short time, deliberating on his 
future course of action. He still had a power- 
ful fleet at sea, under the command of his eld- 
est son Cnaeus, assisted by C. Cassius. Africa 
was still his own, and King Juba anxious to 
do him service. But after considering and re- 
jecting several plans proposed, he determined 
to seek an asylum to Egypt. 

Ptolemy Auletes, who had been restored by 
Gabinius, Pompey's friend, had died some time 
before. He had left his kingdom to the divid- 
ed sway of his son Ptolemy Dionysus and his 
daughter Cleopatra, under the guardianship 
of the senate ; and the senate had delegated 
this trust to Pompey. Hence no doubt his 
reason for choosing Egypt as his place of re- 
treat. But the country was in a very unsettled 
state. Cleopatra, who was older than her bro- 
ther, had been driven from Alexandria by the 
people ; and the government had been seized 
by three Greek adventurers — Potheinus, an 
eunuch, Theodotus, a rhetorician, and Achillas 
an officer of the army. When Pompey appeared 
off Alexandria with a few ships which had joined 
him on the route, and a small force of about 
2000 men, these ministers were engagee in re- 
pelling Cleopatra, who was endeavoring to re- 
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turn by means of force. A messenger from 
Pompey, sent to signify his intention of landing, 
threw them into great alarm. In the Egyptian 
army were a number of officers and soldiers 
who had formerly served under Pompey in the 
East, and had been left there by Gabinius. It 
was feared that these men would betray Egypt 
to their old general ; at least this was the reason 
afterwards given for the way in which he was 
treated. All was left to the conduct of Achil- 
las, a bold man, troubled by no scruples. A 
small boat was sent to receive the fugitive, 
really to prevent any attendants from landing 
with him, but under the false pretence that the 
water was two shallow to allow a larger vessel 
to reach the shore. In the boat were Achillas 
himself, a Roman officer named Salvius, and 
another named Septimius, who had served as 
a tribune under Pompey in the war against the 
pirates. The great general recognized and 
saluted his old officer, and entered the boat 
alone amid the sad bodings of his wife and 
friends. They anxiously watched it as it slowly 
made its way back to shore, and were some- 
what comforted by seeing a number of persons 
collected on the beach as if to receive their 
friend with honor. At length the boat stopped, 
and Pompey took the hand of the person next 
him to assist him in rising. At this moment 
Septimius struck him with his sword from be- 
hind. He knew his fate, submitted without a 
struggle, and fell pierced by a mortal thrust. 
His head was then cut off and taken away, and 
his body left upon the beach. When the crowd 
dispersed, a freedman of Pompey's, whose 
name ought to have been recorded, assisted by 
an old soldier of the great commander, had the 
piety to break up a fishing-boat and form a 
rude funeral-pile. By these humble obsequies 
alone was the sometime master of the world 
honored. 

So died Pompey. He had lived nearly sixty 
years, and had enjoyed more of the world's 
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honors than almost any Roman before him. 
In youth he was cold, calculating, and hard- 
hearted, coyetous of military fame, and not slow 
to appropriate what belonged to others ; but his 
affable manners and generosity in giving won 
him general favor, which was increased by his 
early successes. His talents for war were real- 
ly great, greater perhaps than any of Rome's 
generals except Marius, as was fully proved by 
his campaigns in the East. In the war with 
Caesar, it is plain that, so far as military tac- 
tics went, Pompey was superior to his great ri- 
val ; and had he not been hampered by haughty 
and impatient colleagues, the result might have 
been different. In politics he was grasping and 
selfish, but irresolute and improvident. He 
imagined that his military achievements gave 
him a title to be acknowledged as the virtual 
sovereign of Rome ; and when neither senate 
nor people seemed willing to acquiesce in the 
claim, he formed a coalition with politicians 
whose principles he disliked, and made himself 
responsible for the acts of such men as Clodius. 
Lastly, when he found that in this coalition he 
was unable to maintain his superiority over 
Caesar, he joined the oligarchy who hated him, 
and lost even the glory which as a soldier he 
had well deserved. In private life he was free 
from those licentious habits in which most per- 
sons of that day indulged without scruple or 
reproach ; and the affection he bore toward 
Julia must always be quoted as an amiable trait 
in a character that has in it little else of attrac- 
tion. His tragical death excited a commisera- 
tion for him which by his life he hardly de- 
served. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ABSOLUTE RULE OF CAESAR. (48-B.C.) 

On the third day after the battle of Pharsa- 
lia, Caesar pursued Pompey by forced marches. 
He arrived at Amphipolis just after the fugitive 
had touched there. When he reached the 
Hellespont, he fell in with a squadron of Pom- 
pey's fleet under the command of C. Cassius 
This officer, whose military skill had been 
proved in the Parthian campaign, might have 
intercepted Caesar. But, whatever were his 
motives, he surrendered his ships to Caesar in 
token of full and unreserved submission, and 
was received by the conqueror with the same 
favor which he had shown to Brutus, and to all 
who had either fallen into his hands or yielded 
of free will. Caesar now immediately crossed 
the Hellespont in boats ; and in Asia Minor, 
where he was delayed at several places by 
business, he heard that Pompey had taken ship 
from Cyprus, and immediately concluded that 
Egypt must be his destination. Without a 
moment's hesitation, he sailed from Rhodes 
for this country, though it was as yet an in- 
dependent kingdom, though he was unable to 
carry with him more than 4000 men, and 
though he incurred imminent risk of being in- 
tercepted by the Pompeian fleet. As soon as 
his arrival off Alexandria was known, Theo- 
dotus came off, bearing Pompey's head and 
ring. The conqueror accepted the ring, but 
turned with tears in his eyes from the ghastly 
spectacle of the head, and ordered it to be. 
burned with due honors. Over the place of 
the funeral-pyre he raised a shrine to Nemesis, 
the goddess assigned by the religion of the 
Greeks to be the punisher of arrogant pros- 
perity. He then landed and entered Alex- 
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andria with his consular emblems displayed, 
followed by his small army. Immediately 
after his arrival, Cleopatra secretly resorted to 
the capital city, and introduced herself in dis- 
guise into the palace where Caesar had fixed 
his residence. The conqueror, from his ear- 
liest youth, had been notorious for unrestrained 
indulgence in sensual pleasures, and he yielded 
readily to the blandishments of the young and 
fascinating princess- But the ministers of the 
youthful king, Potheinus and Achillas, had no 
wish to lose their importance by agreeing to a 
compromise between their master and his 
imperious sister. The people of Alexandria 
were alarmed at Caesar's assumption of author- 
ity, especially when he demanded payment of a 
debt which he alleged was due from the late 
king to Rome. A great crowd, supported by 
Achillas with his army, assaulted Caesar sud- 
denly. His few troops were overmatched, 
and he escaped, with difficulty to Pharos, the 
quarter of the city next the sea. In vain he 
endeavored to ruin the cause of Achillas by 
seizing the person of young Ptolemy. Arsinoe, 
another daughter of the blood-royal, was set 
up by the army; and Caesar was completely 
blockaded in Pharos. An attempt was made 
to reduce him by turning the sea into the vast 
tanks constructed to supply that quarter of the 
city with fresh water. But by sinking pits in 
the beach, the Romans obtained a supply of 
water sufficient, though 'not good. Constant 
encounters took place by land and water ; and 
in one of these Caesar was in so much danger, 
that he was obliged to swim for his life from a 
sinking ship, holding his coat-of-mail between 
his teeth, and his note-book above water in his 
left hand. 

He was shut up in Pharos about August, 
and the blockade continued till the winter was 
far spent. But at the beginning of the new 
year he was relieved by the arrival of consid- 
erable forces. Achillas was obliged to raise 
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the siege of Pharos, and a battle in the open 
field resulted in a single triumph to Csesar. 
Vast numbers of the fugitives were drowned in 
attempting to cross the Nile : among them the 
young king himself. Caesar now formally in- 
stalled Cleopatra as sovereign of Egypt, and 
reserved Arsinoe to grace his triumph. 

During the half year that followed Pharsalia, 
the Pompeian chiefs had in some measure re- 
covered from their first consternation. Cnaeus, 
the eldest son of the great Pompey, had joined 
Cato at Corcyra ; and in this place also were 
assembled Cicero, Labienus, Afranius, and 
others. The chief command was offered to 
Cicero, as the oldest consular. But the orator 
declined a dangerous post, for which he had 
neither aptitude nor inclination, and was nearly 
slain upon the spot by the impetuous Cnaeus. 
Scipio soon after arrived, and to him the com- 
mand was given. C. Cassius, with the greater 
portion of the fleet, had surprised and de- 
stroyed a number of Caesar's ships in Sicily, 
ann was proceeding to make descents upon the 
coast of Italy when the news of the great de- 
feat at Pharsalia reached him. He immedi- 
ately sailed for the East, and fell in with Caesar 
(as we have narrated) on the Hellespont. His 
defection was a heavy blow to the hopes of the 
Pompeian party. 

Still, notwithstanding Pompey's disappear- 
ance and the defection of Cassius, a consider- 
able fleet was assembled at Corcyra. Scipio 
and the rest embatked with the troops, that 
they had rallied, and steered for Egypt, in the 
hope of learning news of their chief. They 
reached the coast of Africa, and were steering 
eastward along tbe coast, when they fell in 
with Pompey's ships, in which were Cornelia 
and young Sextus, with their friends, full of the 
tragic scene they had just witnessed on the 
beach of Alexandria. The disinheartened lead- 
ers returned to Cyrene, which refused to ad- 
mit any one within its walls except Cato and 
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such men as he would be answerable for. 
The fleet, therefore, with Scipio, Labienus, 
and the greater part of the troops, pursued its 
course across the great gulf of the Syrtes to 
the province of Africa, where the Pompeian 
cause was upheld by Varus and his ally Juba. 
Cato and his followers were left to follow by 
land. He accomplished an arduous march 
across the desert in safety, and by the begin- 
ning of next year all the Pompeian leaders were, 
assembled in the province of Africa. Dissen- 
sions arose between Varus and Scipio for the 
command ; to compromise the matter it was 
offered to Cato. The disinterested philoso- 
pher declined • it, on the plea that he held no 
official position, and persuaded all the rest to 
acquiesce in the appointment of Scipio. It 
was then proposed to destroy the city of Utica, 
us being favorable to Caesar. But Cato, with 
rare humanity, offered to assume the govern- 
ment of the town, and be responsible for its 
fidelity, thus finally separating himself from 
the active warfare, which from the first he had 
deprecated and disavowed. 

In other parts of the empire also, affairs 
were in a disquiet state. Pharnaces, son of 
Mithridates, was daily gathering strength in 
Pontus. In Farther Spain, the oppressive 
rule of Q. Cassius, brother of Caius, had ex- 
cited a mutiny in the army, and discontent 
everywhere. In Illyricum, Gabinius, who had 
deserted his patron Pompey on occasion of the 
flight from Italy, had been ignominiously worst- 
ed by the Pompeian leader, M. Octavius and had 
died at Salona. In Italy, P. Cornelius Dola- 
bella, elected tribune, had renewed the propo- 
sitions of Caelius and Milo to abolish all debts ; 
and two legions stationed at Capua, one of 
which was the favored Tenth, had risen in open 
mutiny against their officers, declaring that they 
had been kept under their standards long 
enough, and demanding their promised reward. 

We know not when the news of these heart- 
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ening events reached Caesars ears at Alexan- 
dria. Early in the year 47 b.c. he had been 
proclaimed dictator for the second time, and 
had named Mark Antony master of the horse. 
This officer was intrusted with the government 
of Italy. But the peninsula seemed to be ex- 
posed by mutiny and discontent to a descent 
of the Pompeians from Africa, and the pres- 
ence of the dictator himself seemed to be im- 
periously demanded. Still he lingered in 
Egypt, detained (as his enemies say) by the 
blandishments of Cleopatra, or (as his admirers 
contend) by the necessity of confirming Roman 
influence in that country. It was not for the 
space of four months after his victory on the 
Nile that he left Egypt, having remained there 
altogether for not less than three quarters of a 
year. 

But when once Jie had shaken off this real 
or apparent lethargy, all his startltng rapidity 
of action returned. He left Egypt at the end 
of May (47 B.C.), and marched northward 
through Syria to crush the rising power of 
Ph am aces. On this way he received the 
hearty congratulations of the Jews, who hated 
the memory of Pompey ; accepted the excuses 
of Deiotarus, chief of Galatia, who had fought 
against him at Pharsalia ; and in a few days 
appeared in Pontus. Pharnaces, proud of a 
victory over" Caesar's lieutenant, ventured to 
attack Caesar himself near Zela, where his 
father Mithridates had once defeated the 
Romans. The victory gained by the Romans 
was easy but decisive ; and was announced at 
Rome in the famous dispatch, il Veni, vidi, 
vici." * The kingdom of Bosphorus was con- 
ferred on a friendly chief, bearing the name of 
Mithridates. Caesar now devoted a short time 
to the task of settling the affairs of Asia. This 

* This inscription was certainly placed upon the spoils 
taken from the Pontic king when carried in triumphal 
procession ; and Plutarch represents it as forming the 
dictator's dispatch. 
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province had been warmly attached to the 
senatorial cause by the mild rule of Lucullus 
and Pompey. Lately, however, the exactions 
of Metellus Scipio, on his march to join Pom- 
pey in Epirus, had caused great discontent ; 
and Caesar found it easy to win popularity by 
remitting a portion of the moneys due to the 
imperial treasury. 

Before this, also, Octavius had been expelled 
from Illyria. Vatinius, who was in command 
at Brundusium, hearing of the defeat and death 
of Gabinius, immediately crossed the Adriatic, 
and attacked the fleet of Octavius with so 
much success that the Pompeian leader was 
glad to make his escape and join his fellows 
in misfortune in Africa. 

Two months after Caesar left Alexandria, 
all parts of the East were again restored to 
tranquil submission ; and early in July Rome 
was astonished to see the* great conqueror 
enter the gates for the third time since he had 
crossed the Rubicon. 

He had been again named dictator, as we 
have said ; and, on his arrival at Rome, he 
applied himself with his usual industry and 
rapidity to settle the most pressing difficulties. 
The disturbances raised by the profligate pro- 
mises of Caelius and Dolabella had been 
quelled by Antony ; and the dictator in some 
degree gatified those who had clamored for an 
abolition of debts by paying a year's house- 
rent for all poor citizens out of the public purse 
— an evil precedent, which in the present 
emergency he deemed necessary. 

The mutiny of the soldiers at Capua was 
more formidable. But Caesar, as was his wont, 
overcame the danger by facing it boldly. He 
ordered the two legions to meet him in the 
Campus Martius unarmed. They had de- 
manded their discharge, thinking that thus 
they would extort a large donation, for they 
considered themselves indispensable to the 
dictator. He ascended the tribunal, and they 
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expected a speech. " You demand your dis- 
charge," he simply said, " I discharge you." 
A dead silence followed these unexpected 
words. Caesar resumed : " The rewards which 
I have promised you shall have, when I return 
to celebrate my triumph with my other troops." 
Shame now filled their hearts, mingled with 
vexation at the thought that they who had 
borne all the heat and burden of the day would 
be excluded from the triumph. They passion- 
ately besought him to recall his words, but he 
answered not. At length, at the earnest en- 
treaty of his friends, he again rose to speak. 
" Quirites " — he began, as if they were no 
longer soldiers, but merely private citizens. 
A burst of repentant sorrow broke from the 
ranks of the veterans ; but Caesar turned away 
as if he were about to leave the tribunal. The 
cries rose still louder : they besought him to 
punish them in any way, but not to dismiss 
them from his service. After long delay, he said 
that " he would not punish any one for de- 
manding his due ; but that he could not con- 
ceal his vexation that the Tenth Legion could 
not abide his time. That legion at least he 
must dismiss." Loud applause followed from 
the rest; the men of the Tenth hung their 
heads in shame, and begged him to decimate 
them, and restore the survivors to his favor. 
At length, Caesar, deeming them sufficiently 
humbled, accepted their repentance. The 
whole scene is a striking illustration of the 
cool and dauntless resolution of the man. 
We at once sav. here was one born for com- 
mand. 

Having completed all pressing business in 
little more than two months, he again left 
Rome to take measures for reducing the for- 
midable force which the Pompeian leaders had 
assembled in Africa. At Lilyb89um six legions 
and 2000 horse had been collected ; and about 
the middle of October (47 b.c.) he reached 
Africa. An indecisive combat took place soon 
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after he landed, and then he lay encamped 
waiting for reinforcements till near the begin- 
ning of December. When he look the field, a 
series of manoeuvres followed ; till, on the 4th 
of February (46 b. a), he encamped near 
Thapsus, and two days after fought the battle 
which decided the fate of the campaign. After 
a long and desperate conflict, which lasted till 
evening, the senatorial army was forced to give 
way ; and Caesar, who always pressed an ad- 
vantage to the utmost, followed them so closely 
that they could not defend their camp. The lead- 
ers fled in all directions. Varus and Labienus 
escaped into Spain. Scipio put to sea, but be- 
ing overtaken by the enemy's ships sought 
death by his own hands. Such also was the 
fate of Afranius. Juba fled with old Petreius ; 
and these two rude soldiers, after a last banquet, 
heated with wine, agreed to end their life by 
single combat. The Roman veteran was slain 
by the nimble African prince, and Juba sought 
death at the hand of a faithful slave. 

Meanwhile, Cato at Utica had received news 
of the ruin of his party by the battle of Thapsus. 
He calmly resolved on self-slaughter, and dis- 
cussed the subject both in conversation with 
his friends and in meditation with himself. 
After a conversation of this kind he retired* to 
rest, and for a moment forgot his philosophic 
calm when he saw that his too careful friends 
had removed his sword. Wrathfully reproving 
them, he ordered it to be brought back and 
hung at his bed's head. There he lay down, 
and turned over the pages of Plato's Phaedo 
till he fell asleep. In the night he awoke, and 
taking his sword from the sheath he thrust it 
into his body. His watchful friends heard him 
utter an involuntary groan, and, entering the 
room, found him writhing in agony. They 
procured surgical aid, and the wound was care- 
fully dressed. Cato lay down again, apparently 
insensible ; but, as soon as he was left alone, 
he quietly removed the dressings and tore 
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open the wound, so that his bowels broke out, 
and after no long time he breathed his last. 
The Romans, one and all, even Cicero, admired 
and applauded his conduct. It is true that the 
Stoics, though on principles diffeient from 
Christianity, recommended the endurance of 
all evils as indifferent to a philosopher. But 
life had become intolerable to one who held 
the political opinions of Cato ; and while Chris- 
tian judgment must condemn his impatience, 
it must be confessed that from his own point 
of view the act was at least excusable. 

After this miserable end of the most upright 
and most eminent among the senatorial chiefs, 
Caesar busied himself in regulating the countries 
he had conquered. Juba's kingdom of Numidia 
he formed into a new province, and gave it 
into the care of the historian Sallust, who with 
others had been expelled from the senate in the 
year 50 b. c, professedly because of his profli- 
ate manners, but really because of his devoted 
attachment to Caesar's cause. His subsequent 
life justified both the real and the alleged 
cause. He proved an oppressive ruler, and 
his luxurious habits were conspicuous even in 
that age. In the terse and epigrammatic 
sentences of his two immortal works were im- 
mortalized the merits of Marius and of Caesar, 
the vices and errors of their senatorial antago- 
nists. 

After some delay in Sardinia, where his 
presence also was required, Caesar returned to 
Rome for the fourth time since the civil war 
broke out, about the end of May, 46 b. c. At 
length he had found time to celebrate the 
triumphs which he had earned since his first 
consulship, and to devote his attention to those 
internal reforms, which long years of faction 
and anarchy had made necessary. 

His triumphs were four in number, over Gaul, 
Egypt, Pontus, and Numidia ; for no mention 
was made of the civil conflicts, which had been 
most dangerous and most difficult of all. A 
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Roman could not triumph over fellow-citizens ; 
therefore the victories of Ilerda and Pharsalia 
were not celebrated by public honor; nor 
would Thapsus have been mentioned had it 
not been observed that here Juba was among 
the foes. These triumphs were made more 
attractive by splendid gladiatorial shows and 
combats of wild beasts. But what gave much 
more real splendor was the announcement of a 
general amnesty for all political offences 
committed against the party of the dictator. 
The memory of the Marian massacres and the 
Syllan proscriptions were still present to many 
minds. Domitius Ahenobarbus and the chief 
senatorial leaders had denounced all who took 
part against the senate, or even those who re- 
mained neutral, with the severest penalties. 
Men could not believe that the dictator's clem- 
ency was real ; they could not rid themselves 
of the belief that when all fear of the enemy 
had ceased he would glut his vengeance by a 
hecatomb. The certainty that no more blood 
would flow was so much the more grateful. 

After the triumphs all his soldiers were 
gratified by a magnificent donation ; nay, every 
poor citizen received a present both of grain 
and money. 

The veterans now at length received their 
rewards in lands, which were either public 
property or were duly purchased with public 
money. But no Julian military colonies were 
planted on lands wrested by force from citizens 
to emulate the Cornelian military colonies and 
maintain a population of turbulent agitators. 
Here also the example of Sylla, who confiscated 
private property to reward his troops, was care- 
fully avoided. 

After the triumphs every kind of honor was 
bestowed upon him. Above all, he was named 
dictator for the third time ; but now it was for 
a space of ten years. He was also invested 
with censorial authority for three years ; and in 
virtue of these combined offices he was declared 



2 4 o THE LIFE OF JULIUS CAESAR. 

absolute master of the lives and fortunes of all 
the citizens and subjects of Rome. For several 
months he remained at Rome busily occupied 
in measures intended to remedy the evil effects 
of the long-continued civil discords and to 
secure order for the future. But in the middle 
of his work he was compelled to quit Rome by 
the call of another war. It will be well to dis- 
pose of this before we give a brief summary of 
his great legislative measures. 

s|ain wis the province that required his 
presence. There the two sons of Pompey, 
with Labienus and Varus, had rallied the 
scanty relics of the African army. The pro- 
vince was already in a state of revolt against 
Caesar. Q. Cassius — whom he had left as 
governor — had so irritated all minds, that even 
the legions rose, mutinied, and expelled the 
Caesarian commanders. Bocchus, King of 
Mauritania, lent aid, and thus the malcontents 
in Spain were able to present a formidable 
front. Caesar arrived in Spain late in Septem- 
ber (46 B.C.), after a journey of extraordinary 
rapidity, and found that young Cn. Pompeius 
had concentrated his forces near Corduba 
(Cordova). But an attack of illness compelled 
the dictator to delay operations, and it was not 
till the first month of the next year that he was 
able to take the field. He then began offen- 
sive measures with his usual rapidity. He was 
extremely anxious to force the enemy to a bat- 
tle, but this they cautiously declined, till 
several strong towns being taken by storm and 
others having surrendered, the Pompeians 
found themselves obliged to retreat toward the 
coast of the Mediterranean. Here Caesar 
found them in a strong position near Munda, 
a small town about five and twenty miles west 
of Malaga, and as they offered him battle, he 
determined on attacking, notwithstanding the 
difficulties of the ground. Success was for 
some time doubtful. But Caesar exerted him- 
self to lead his troops again and again to the 
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desperate conflict, and their dauntless courage 
at length prevailed. So desperate was it that 
Caesar is reported to have said, " On other oc- 
casions I have fought for victory, here I fought 
for life." But the battle of Munda was deci- 
sive. More than 30,000 men fell. Among 
them were Varus and Labienus, whose heads 
were brought to Caesar as tokens of their fate. 
Cn. Pompeius fled to the coast. Here as he 
was getting on board a small boat he entangled 
his foot in a rope ; and a friend endeavoring 
to cut away the rope struck the foot instead. 
The unfortunate young man landed again, 
hoping to lie hid till his wound was healed. 
Finding his lurking-place discovered, he limped 
wearily up a mountain-path, but was soon over- 
taken and slain. His head also was carried to 
the conqueror, who ordered it to receive hon- 
orable burial. Sext. Pompeius escaped into 
Northern Spain, whence he reappeared at a 
later time to vex the peace of the Roman world. 
Corduba, Hispalis (Seville), and other places 
garrisoned by the last desperate relics of the 
Pompeian party, held out for some time after 
the battle of Munda. So important did Caesar 
consider it to quench the last spark of disaffec- 
tion in a province which for several years had 
been under Pompey's government that he 
stayed in Spain till August, and did not return 
to Rome till September or October (45 B.C.), 
having been absent from the capital nearly a 
year. On this occasion he was less scrupulous 
than before, for he celebrated a fifth triumph 
in honor of his successes in Spain, though 
these were as much won over Roman citizens 
as his former victories in that same country, or 
his crowning glory of Pharsalia. 

From his last triumph to his death was 
somewhat more than five months (October, 
45 B.c. — March, 44 B.C.) : from his quadruple 
triumph to the Spanish campaign was little 
more than four months (June — September 46 
B.c). Into these two brief periods were com- 
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pressed most of the laws which bear his name, 
and of which we will now give a brief account. 
Most of the evils, however, which heen deavored 
to remedy were of old standing. His long 
residence at Rome, and busy engagements in 
all political matters from early youth to the 
close of his consulship, made him familiar with 
every sore place, and with all the proposed 
remedies. His own clear judgment, his habits 
of rapid decision, and the unlimited power 
which he held in virtue of the dictatorship, 
made it easier for him to legislate than for 
others to advise. 

The long wars, and the liberality with which 
he had rewarded his soldiers and the people at 
his triumphs, had reduced the sums in the 
treasury to a low ebb. We may believe that no 
needs were more pressing than these. 

Together with the dictatorship he had been 
invested with censorial power under the new 
title of praefectus morum. He used this power 
to institute a careful reyision of the list of citi- 
zens, principally for the purpose of abridging 
the list of those who were receiving monthly 
donations of grain from the treasury. Num- 
bers of foreigners had been irregularly placed 
on the lists, and so great had been the tempta- 
tions held out by the pernicious poor-law 
originally passed by C. Gracchus, and made 
still worse by Saturninus and Clodius, that he 
was able to reduce the list of state-paupers 
resident in or near Rome from 320,000 to 
about half that number. The treasury felt an 
immediate and a permanent relief. 

But though, for this purpose, Caesar made 
severe distinctions between Roman citizens 
and those subjects of the republic who were 
not admitted to the franchise, no ruler ever 
showed himself so much live to the claims of 
all classes of her subjects. Other popular 
leaders had advocated the cause of the Italians, 
and all free people of the Peninsula had for 
the last thirty years been made Romans : but 
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except the measure of Pompeius Strabo, by 
which the free people of Transpadane Gaul — 
who were almost Italians — had been invested 
with the Latin rights, no popular statesman 
had as yet shown any interest in the claims of 
the provincial subjects of Rome. Sertorius, 
indeed, had endeavored to raise a Roman 
government in Spain; but this was forced 
upon him by the necessity of the case, and was 
a transference of power from Italians to 
Spaniards, rather than an incorporation of 
Spain with Italy. Cassar was the first acknow- 
ledged ruler of the Roman State who extended 
his views beyond the politics of the city and 
took a really imperial survey of the vast 
dominions subject to her sway. Toward those 
who were at war with Rome he was relentless 
and illiberal as the sternest Roman of them all ; 
but no one so well as he knew how " to spare 
the submissive ; " hardly any one except him- 
self felt pleasure in so sparing. All the cities 
of Transpadane Gaul, already Latin, were raised 
to the Roman franchise. The same high privi- 
lege was bestowed on many communities of 
Transalpine Gaul and Spain. The Gallic legion 
which he had raised, called Aulada from the 
lark which was the emblem on their arms, was 
rewarded for its services by the same gift. Medi- 
cal practitioners and scientific men, of what- 
ever origin, were to be allowed to claim the 
Roman franchise. After his death a plan was 
found among his papers for raising the Sicilian 
communities to the rank of Latin citizens — a 
design which seems to prove that a truly im- 
perial idea gave character to his whole govern- 
ment. 

Nothing proved this more then the unfulfilled 
projects of the great dictator, which were after- 
ward completed. Among these were the 
draining of the Pontine marshes, the opening 
of lakes Lucrinus and Avernus to form a 
harbor, a complete survey and map of the whole 
empire — plans afterward executed by Agrippa, 
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the great minister of Augustus. Another and 
more memorable design was that of a code of 
laws embodying and organizing the scattered 
judgments and precedents which at that time 
regulated the courts. It was several centuries 
before this great work was accomplished, by 
which Roman law became the law of civilized 
Europe. 

The liberal tendency of the dictator's mind 
was shown by the manner in which he supplied 
the great gaps which the civil war had made in 
the benches of the senate. Of late years the 
number of that assembly had been increased 
from its original three hundred. We find so 
many as four hundred and fifteen taking part 
in its votes ;* and many of course were absent. 
But Caesar raised it to no less than nine hundred, 
thus probably doubling the largest number 
that had ever been counted in its ranks. Many 
of the new senators were fortunate soldiers, 
who had served him well. In raising such 
men to senatorial rank he followed the example 
of Sylla. But many of the new nobles were 
enfranchised citizens of the towns of Cisalpine 
Gaul. The old citizens were indignant at this 
invasion of the barbarians, Pasquinades, rife 
in ancient as in modern Rome, abounded. 
"The Gauls," said one wit, "had exchanged 
the trews for the toga, and had followed the 
conqueror's triumphal car into the senate." 
" It were a good deed," said another, " if no 
one would show the new senators the way to 
the house." 

The offices of consul, praetor, and other high 
magistracies, however, were still conferred on 
men of Italian birth. The first foreigner who 
reached the consulship was L. Cornelius Balbus, 
a Spaniard of Gades, the friend of Caesar and 
of Cicero ; but this was not till four years after 
the dictator's death, when the principles of his 
government were more fully carried out by his 
successors. 

* Cicero ad Att. i. 14, 5. 
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To revive a military population in Italy was 
not so much the object of Caesar as that of 
former leaders of the the people. His veterans 
received comparatively few assignments of land 
in Italy. Only six small colonies in the neigh- 
borhood of Rome were peopled by these men. 
The principal settlements by which he enriched 
them were in the provinces. Corinth and 
Carthage were made military colonies, and 
rapidly regained somewhat of their ancient 
splendor and renown. 

He endeavored to restore the wasted popula- 
tion of Italy by more peaceful methods than 
military settlements. The marriage-tie which 
had become exceedingly lax in these profligate 
was encouraged by somewhat singular means. 
A married matron was allowed a greater latitude 
of ornament and the use of more costly carriages 
than the sumptuary laws of Rome permitted 
to women generally. A married man with 
three children born in lawful wedlock at Rome, 
with four born in Italy, with five born in the 
provinces, enjoyed freedom from certain duties 
and charges. 

The great abuse of slave-labor was difficult 
to correct. It was attempted to apply remedies 
familiar to despotic governments in all ages. An 
ordinance was issued that no citizens between 
twenty and forty years of age should be absent 
from Italy for more than three years. And an 
ancient enactment was revived that on all 
estates at least one third of the laborers should 
be freemen. No doubt these measures were of 
little effect. 

Caesar's great designs for the improvemet of 
the city were shown by several facts. Under 
his patronage the first public library was opened 
at Rome by his friend C. Asinius Pollio, famous 
as a poet, and in later years as the historian 
of the civil war. ~For the transaction of public 
business, he erected the magnificent series of 
buildings called the Basilica Julia, of which we 
will say a few words in later page. 
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Of all his reforms, that by which his name is 
best remembered is the reform of the calendar. 
The Roman year had hitherto consisted of 355 
days, with a month of 30 days intercalated every 
third year, so that the average length of the 
year was 365 days. If the intercalations had 
been regularly made, the Romans would have 
lost a day's reckoning in ever period of four 
years ; since the real length of the solar year 
is about 365J days. But the business was so 
carelessly executed, that the difference between 
the civil year and the solar year sometimes 
amounted to several months, and all dates 
were most uncertain. 

Caesar himself not unacquainted with astron- 
omy, called in the assistance of the Greek sosi- 
genes to rectify the present error, and prevent 
error for the future. It was determined to 
make the 1st of January of the Roman year 
709 a. u. c coincide with the 1st of January 
of the solar year which we call 45 B.C. But it 
was calculated that this 1st of January of the 
year 709 a.u.c. would be 67 days in advance of 
the true time ; or, in other words, would con- 
cur not with the 1st of January 45 B.C., but 
with the 22d of October 46 b. c. And there- 
fore two intercalary months, making together 
67 days, were inserted between the last day of 
November and the 1st of December of the 
year 708. An intercalary month of 23 days* 
had already been added to February of that 
year, according to the old method. Therefore, 
on the whole, the Roman year 708 consisted in 
all of the prodigious number of 445 days.f 
It was scoffingly called in the pasquinades 
" the year of confusion." More justly should it 
be called, as Macrobius observes, " the last year 
of confussion." 

Thus the past error was corrected, and the 
1 st of January 709 a.u.c. became the same 
with the 1st of January 45 B.C. 

* Called Merccdonius, 
t /. '., 335+23+67 445- 
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To prevent future errors, the year was ex- 
tended from 355 to 365 days, each month be- 
ing lengthened, except February, according to 
the rule which we still observe. But as the 
solar year consists of about 365! days, it is mani- 
fest that it was necessary to add one day in 
every four years, and this was done at the end 
of February, as at present in our leap year. 

Such was the famous Julian Calendar, which, 
with a slight alteration, continues to date every 
transaction and every letter of the present day.J 

The constant occupation required for these 
and other measures of reform, all executed in 
the space of nine or ten months, necessarily 
absorbed the chief part of the dictator's day, 
and prevented the free access which at Rome 
was usually accorded to suitors and visitors by 
the consuls and great men. Caesar himself 
lamented this. The true reason for his seclu- 
sion was not understood, and the fact diminish- 
ed his popularity. Yet his affability was the 
same as ever, and a letter of Cicero, in which 
he describes a visit he received from the great 
conqueror in his villa at Puteoli, leaves a pleas- 
ing impression of both host and guest. Cicero 
indeed had fully bowed to circumstances. He 
spoke in defence of the Pompeian partisans. 

* The addition of one day in every four years would 
be correct if the solar year consisted exactly of 365J 
days or 365 days 6 hours. In fact, it consists of 365 
days, 5 hours, 48 minutes 51^ seconds, so that the Julian 
year is longer than the true solar year by about 1 1 min- 
utes. Caesar's astronomers knew this error, but 
neglected it. Acordingly in the year 1582 A. d. the be- 
ginning of the Julian year was about 13 days behind the 
true time. Pope Gregory XIII. shortened that 3'ear by 
10 days, still leaving the year 3 days behind the true time : 
and to prevent error for the future, ordered the additional 
day of Febuary to be omitted three times in 400 years. 
Protestant England refused to adopt this reform till the 
years 1752 A. D., when 11 days were dropped between 
the 2d and 14th of September, which gave rise to the 
vulgar cry, — " Give us back our 11 days." Russia, 
through the jealousy of the Greek Church, still keeps 
the old style, and her reckoning is now 12 days behind 
that of the rest of Europe. 
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M. Marcellus and Q. Ligarius, and introduced 
into his speeches compliments to Caesar too 
fulsome to be genuine. In his enforced re- 
tirement from public life after the battle of 
Pharsalia, he composed some of those pleasing 
dialogues which we still read. Both to him and 
to every other senatorial chief Caesar not only 
showed pardon but favor. 

Yet the remnant of the nobles loved him not 
And with the people at large he suffered still 
more, from a belief that he wished to be made 
king. On his return from Spain, he had been 
named dictator and imperator for life. His 
head had been for some time placed on the 
money of the republic, a regal honor conceded 
to none before him. Quintilis, the fifth month 
of the calendar, received from him the name 
which it still bears. The senate took an oath 
to guard the safety of his person. He was 
honored with sacrificial offerings, and other 
honors, which had hitherto been reserved for 
the gods. But Caesar was not satisfied. He 
was often heard to quote the sentiment of Euri- 
pides, that " if any violation of law is excusa- 
ble, it is excusable for the sake of gaining sov- 
ereign power." The craving desire to transmit 
power to an heir occupied him as it occupied 
Cromwell and Napoleon : and no title yet con- 
ferred upon him was hereditary. It was no 
doubt to ascertain the popular sentiments that 
various propositions were made toward an 
assumption of the style and title of king. His 
statues in the forum were found crowned with a 
diadem; but two of the tribunes tore it off, and 
the mob applauded. On the 26th of January, 
at the great Latin festival on the Alban Mount, 
voices in the crowd saluted him as king : but 
mutterings of discontent reached his ear, and 
he promptly said ; " I am no king, but Caesar." 
Yet the tribune who punished those who were 
detected in raising the cry were deposed by the 
dictator's will. The final attempt was made at 
the Lupercalia on the 15th of February. Antony, 
in the character of one of the priests of Pan, 
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approached the dictator as he sat presiding in 
his golden chair, and offered him an embroider- 
ed band, such as was worn on the head by orien- 
tal sovereigns. The applause which followed 
was partial, and the dictator put the offer gift 
aside. Then a burst of genuine cheering 
greeted him, which waxed louder still when he 
rejected it a second time. Old traditional feel- 
ing was too strong at Rome even for Caesar's 
daring temper to brave it. The people would 
submit to the despotic rule of a dictator, but 
would not have a king. 

Disappointed no doubt he was ; and one 
more attempt was made to invest himself with 
hereditary title. A large camp had for some 
time been formed at Apollonia in Illyricum ; 
in it was present a young man, who had long 
been the declared heir of the dictator. This 
was C. Octavius, son of his niece Atia, and 
therefore his grand-nephew. He was born, as 
we have noted, in the memorable year of Cati- 
line's conspiracy, and was now in his nineteenth 
year. From the time that he had assumed the 
garb of manhood his health had been too deli- 
cate for military service. Notwithstanding 
this, he had ventured to demand a mastership 
of the horse from his uncle. But he was quietly 
refused, and sent to take his first lesson in the 
art of war at Apollonia, where a large and well- 
equipped army had been assembled. The des- 
tination of this powerful force was not publicly 
announced. But general belief pointed, no 
doubt rightly, to Parthia; for the death of 
Crassus was unavenged, and the Roman eagles 
were still retained as trophies by the barbaric 
conqueror. This belief was confirmed by the 
fact of a Sibylline oracle being produced about 
this time, saying, " that none but a king could 
conquer Parthia," And soon after a decree was 
moved in the senate, by which Caesar was to be 
enabled, not at Rome, but in the provinces, to 
assnme the style of king. Without the well- 
known emblems and permanent power of roy- 
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alty, it was argued, a Roman commander could 
not expect the submissive homage of orientals. 
But subsequent events prevented this decree 
from being carried into effect. 

Meanwhile other causes of discontent had 
been agitating various classes at Rome. Cleo- 
patra appeared at Rome with a boy whom she 
named Caesarion and declared to be her son by 
Caesar. It was her ambition to be acknowl- 
edged as his wife, and to obtain the dictator's 
inheritance for the boy — a thing hateful even 
to the degenerate Romans of that day. Then, 
the more fiery partisans of Caesar disapproved 
of his clemency ; they did not understand his 
wish no longer to be the unscrupulous leader 
of a party, but the impartial ruler of the em- 
pire. Many of the more prodigal sort were 
angry at the regulations he made to secure the 
provincials from extortion and oppression. 
Antony himself, who, in consideration* of his 
services, expectell the same extravagance of 
licence that had been granted by Sylla to his 
favorites, was indignant at being obliged to 
pay its full price for the house of Pompey in 
the Carinas, of which he had taken possession. 
The populace of the city complained — the 
genuine Romans at seeing so much favor ex- 
tended to provincials, those of foreign origin 
because they had been excluded from the corn- 
bounty. Caesar no doubt was eager to return 
to his army, and escape from the ^increasing 
difficulties which beset his civil government. 
But it seemed likely that as soon as he joined 
the army, he would assume monarchical power, 
in virtue of the late decree \ and this considera- 
tion urged on to hasty determination the re- 
mains of the old senatorial party, who owed 
their lives to Caesar's clemency, who had ac* 
cepted favors from his bounty, and scrupled 
not to turn his own gifts to his destruction. 

The great difficulty was to find a leader. 
C. Cassius was a good soldier, but of temper 
so fickle and uncertain, that few were willing 
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to confide in him. It was upon M. Junius 
Brutus that all the discontented turned their 
eye. This young man, a nephew of Cato, had 
taken his uncle as an example for his public 
life. But he was fonder of platonic speculations 
than of political actions. His habits were cold 
and reserved, rather those of a student than a 
statesman. He had reluctantly joined the 
cause of Pompey, for he could ill forget that 
it was by Pompey that his father had been put 
to death in cold blood ; but he yielded to the 
arguments of Cato, and mastered his private 
feud by -what he considered zeal for the public 
good. After Pharsalia, he was received by 
Coesar with the utmost kindness, and treated 
by him almost like a son. He seems to have 
felt this, and lived quietly without harboring 
any designs against his benefactor. In the 
present year he had been proclaimed praetor of 
the city, with the promise of the consulship 
presently after. But the discontented remnants 
of the old senatorial party assailed him with 
constant reproaches. The name of Brutus, 
dear to all Roman patriots, was made a rebuke 
to him. ." His ancestor expelled the Tarquins ; 
and could he sit quietly under a new king's 
rule ? " At the foot of the statue of that famous 
ancestor, or on his own praetorian tribunal, 
notes were placed, containing phrases such as 
these : " Thou art not Brutus : would thou 
wert." " Brutus, thou sleepest." " Awake, 
Brutus." Gradually his mind was excited ; 
and he was brought to think that it was his 
duty as a patriot to put an end to Caesar's rule 
even by taking his life. The most notable of 
those who arrayed themselves under him was 
Cassius himself. What was this man's motive 
is unknown. He had never taken much part 
in politics ; and the epicurean philosophy which 
he professed gave him no strong reasons for 
hating a despotic government. He had of his 
own accord made submission to the conqueror, 
and had been received with marked favor* 
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Some personal reason probably actuated his 
unquiet spirit. More than sixty persons were 
in the secret. All of whom we know anything 
were, like Cassius, under obligation to the dic- 
tator. P. Servilius Casca was by his grace 
tribune of the plebs. L. Tilliust Cimber was 
promised the government of Bithynia. Dec. 
Brutus, one of his old Gallic officers was praetor- 
elect, and was to be gratified with the rich 
province of Cisalpine Gaul. C. Trebonius, 
another of his most trusted officers, had re- 
ceived every favor which the dictator could be- 
stow; he had just laid down the consulship, and 
was on the eve of departure for the coveted 
government of Asia. Q. Ligarius, who had late- 
ly accepted a free pardon from the dictator, 
rose from a sick-bed to join the conspira- 
tors. 

A meeting of the senate wss called for the 
Ides of March, at which Caesar was to be pres- 
ent. This was the day appointed for the mur- 
der. The secret had oozed out. Many persons 
warned Caesar that some danger was inpending. 
A Greek soothsayer told him of the very day. 
On the morning of the Ides his wife arose so 
disturbed by dreams, that she persuaded him 
to relinquish his purpose of presiding in the 
senate, and he sent Antony in his stead. 

This change of purpose was reported in the 
senate after the house was formed. The con- 
spirators were in despair. Dec. Brutus at 
once went to Caesar, told him that the fathers 
were only waiting to confer upon him the 
sovereign power which he desired in the prov- 
inces, and begged him not to listen to aug- 
uries and dreams. Caesar was persuaded to 
change his purpose, and was carried forth in 
his litter. On his way, a slave who had dis- 
covered the conspiracy tried to attract the 
dictator's notice, but was unable to reach him 
from the crowd. A Greek philosopher, named 
Artemidorus, succeeded in putting a roll of 
paper into his hand, containing full informa- 
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tion of the conspiracy ; but Caesar, supposing 
it to be a petition, laid it in the litter by his 
side for a more convenient season. Mean- 
while the conspirators had reason to think that 
their plot had been discovered. A friend 
came up to Casca and said, " Ah, Casca, 
Brutus has told me your secret ! " The con- 
spirator started back, but was relieved by the * 
next sentence : " Where will you find money 
for the expenses of the aedileship ? " More 
serious alarm was felt when Popillius Laenas 
remarked to Brutus and Cassius, " You have 
my good wishes : but what you do, do quickly " 
—especially when the same senator stepped 
up to Caesar on his entering the house, and 
began whispering in his ear. So terrified was 
Cassius, that he thought of stabbing himself 
instead of Caesar, till Brutus quietly observed 
that the gestures of Popillius indicated that he 
was asking a favor, not revealing a fatal secret. 
Caesar took his seat without further delav. 

As was agreed, Cimber presented a petition, 
praying for his brother's recall from banish- 
ment ; and all the conspirators pressed round 
the dictator, urging his favorable answer. Dis- 
pleased at their thronging round him, Caesar 
attempt to rise. At that moment, Cimber 
seized the lappet of his robe and pulled him 
down ; and immediatelv Casca struck him from 
the side, but inflicted only a slight wound. 
Then all drew their daggers and assailed him. 
Caesar for a time defended himself with the 
gown folded over his left arm, and the sharp- 
pointed stile which he held in his right hand 
for writing on the wax of his tablets. But 
when he saw Brutus among the assassins he 
exclaimed, " You too, Brutus ! " and, covering 
his face with his gown, offered no further re- 
sistance. In their eagerness some blows in- 
tended for their victim fell upon themselves. 
But enough reached Caesar to do the bloody 
work. Pierced by three-and-twenty wounds, 
he fell at the base of Pompey's statue, which 
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had been removed after Pharsalia by Antony, 
but had been restored by the . magnanimity of 
Caesar to be the witness of his bloody end. 

Thus died " the foremost man in all the 
world,' , a man who failed in nothing that he 
attempted. He might, Cicero thought, have 
been a great orator ; his Commentaries' remain 
Jo prove that he was a great writer. As a 
general he had few superiors ; as a statesman 
and politician no equal. That which stamps 
him as a man of true greatness, is the entire 
absence of vanity and self-conceit from his 
character. If it were not known that Caesar 
was the narrator of his own campaigns, no one 
could guess that cold and dispassionate nar- 
rative to be from his pen. His genial temper 
and easy, unaffected manners bear testimony 
to the same point. It is well known indeed 
that he paid great attention to his personal ap- 
pearance — a foible which he shared in com- 
mon with many great men equally free from 
other vanity. In youth he was strikingly hand- 
some, and was the welcome lover of many dis- 
solute Roman dames. His hard life and un- 
remitting activity had furrowed his face with 
lines, and left him with that meagre visage 
which is made familiar to us from his coins. 
To the same cause is to be attributed his liabil- 
ity, in later life, to fits of an epileptic nature. 
But even in these days he was sedulous in ar- 
ranging his robes, and was pleased to have the 
privilege of wearing a laurel crown to hide the 
scantiness of his hair. His morality in domes- 
tic life was not better or worse than commonly 
prevailed in those licentious days. He indulg- 
ed in profligate amours freely and without 
scruple. But public opinion reproached him 
not for this. When it was sought to blacken 
his character, crimes of a deeper dye were 
imputed to him ; but they were never proved, 
and he, always indignantly denied them. He 
seldom, if ever, allowed pleasure to interfere 
with business, and here his character forms a 



